

CITY OF FIFTY LAKES

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
November 28, 2023
6:00 PM

1. Call to order: 6:00 pm

2. Roll Call:  
Planning Commission:  Bob Stancer, Don Reierson, Fred Strohmeier, Mike Milbrath
(Bruce Bissonnette absent)
Staff: Justin Burslie, Planning and Zoning Administrator; Jessica Istvanovich, Deputy Clerk
City Council: Gary Staples
3. Public Hearings:
a) Variance Application V-03-23 to construct a pressure bed (subsurface sewage treatment system component) within the dwelling to pressure bed setback requirement. Property Owners/Applicants: Michael and Joan Petersen. Property Location: 16969 North Eagle Lake Road
MOTION MADE BY MR. STROHMEIER AND SECONDED BY MR. STANCER TO APPROVE V-03-23 WITH THE 13 FINDING OF FACTS:
Staff Findings: 

1. The Subject property is located at 16969 North Eagle Lake Road and is zoned “Shoreland Residential” (Eagle Lake- Recreational Development). 
2. The variance request is to construct 10’ X 37.35’ pressure bed located 16.5’ from the dwelling (20’ required) on the subject property.  
3. The subject property contains a limited building envelope. Any modifications to the SSTS and expansion of structures on the subject property requires a variance. 

4. The city’s contracted SSTS inspector (Greg Kossan – License #2776) has approved the SSTS design pending variance approval.  

5. The existing and proposed impervious surface coverage of the property is 8.5% (15% allowed.).

6. The DNR has been notified of the request and has not provided comments since the request is not related to deviations to the Shoreland Rules. 
7. The MPCA has been notified of the request and has not provided written comments. 

8. The single family dwelling does not contain a basement. 

9. Will granting the variance put property to use in a reasonable manner not permitted by the zoning ordinance? The Commission answered, “Yes, the subject property contains a limited building envelope so any exterior modifications require a variance. The proposed upgraded SSTS will put the property to reasonable use.”
10. Does the property have unique circumstances that were not created by the landowner? The commission answered, “Yes, the subject property contains a limited building envelope which was not created by the landowner. The property does not contain alternative conforming locations for an upgraded SSTS.”
11. If the variance is granted, will the essential character of the locality remain consistent? The commission answered, “Yes, the proposed SSTS will not have a negative aesthetic impact on the area.”
12. Will the variance, if granted, be consistent with the comprehensive plan and be in harmony with the purpose and intent of the City of Fifty Lakes ordinances? The commission answered, “Yes, the upgraded SSTS is consistent with the comprehensive plan and the intent of the land use ordinance. The upgrade SSTS will protect both groundwater and water quality of Eagle Lake.” 
13. Has the variance request been made based on reasons other than economic considerations alone? The commission answered “Yes, the request has been made on factors other than economic considerations.”

When polled: All members voted aye (Mr. Bissonnette absent). Motion carried. 
b) Ordinance Amendment 03-2023 to modify Section 2.06, “Right of Inspection”, Section 4.03, “Land Use Tables”, Section 6.05, “Plat Design Standards”, Section 9.06, “Parking, Storage and Usage of Recreational Vehicles,” and addition of Section 9.20, “Transient Food Unit.” Applicant: City of Fifty Lakes.

The commission discussed changes suggested by the DNR for the “Parking, Storage and Usage of Recreational Vehicles” ordinance. The commission requested Mr. Burslie to compile a draft with the changes to be reviewed at the January meeting.
MOTION MADE BY MR. STROHMEIER AND SECONDED BY MR. MILBRATH TO TABLE   ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 03-2023 FOR THE JANUARY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING. When polled: All members voted aye (Mr. Bissonnette absent). Motion carried. 
MOTION MADE BY MR. STANCER AND SECONDED BY MR. MILBRATH TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 24TH, 2023 MEETING MINUTES AS PRESENTED. When polled: All members voted aye (Mr. Bissonnette absent).  Motion carried. 
P&Z Administrator’s Report: Mr. Burslie stated that year to date there has been 52 Land Use Permits and 15 SSTS permits issued this year. 
4. MOTION MADE BY MR. MILBRATH AND SECONDED BY MR. STANCER TO ADJOURN. The meeting adjourned at 6.55pm.
_________________________

Jessica Istvanovich, Deputy Clerk

