
C
IT
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A
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E
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A
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N
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G
 C

O
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M
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A

R
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F

 A
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M

E
N

T 
A

G
E

N
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A
 

A
ugust 27, 2024 6:00 pm

 

The m
eeting is being recorded and audio w

ill be posted on the city w
ebsite.  A

nyone w
ishing to 

speak please raise your hand until recognized by the chairperson then state your nam
e and 

residence.  

1.
C

all to O
r der

2.
R

oll C
all

3.
A

dditions or D
eletions to A

genda

4.
Public H

earings
a.

V
ariance A

pplication V
-02-24 to expand a pre-existing dw

elling and encroach the
ordinance high w

ater (O
H

W
) level setback and drainfield to dw

elling setback
requirem

ents
Property A

ddress: 16969 N
orth E

agle Lake R
d

A
pplicants/Property O

w
ners: M

ichael &
 Joan Petersen

5.
O

pen Forum

6.
A

pproval of M
inutes

a.
July 23, 2024

7.
N

ew
 B

usiness
a.

Shoreline M
anagem

ent &
 Protection, D

iscussion- See M
PR

 A
rticles E

nclosed

8.
O

ld B
usiness

9.
C

ouncil Liaison R
eport: G

ary Stap les

10.P&
Z A

dm
inistrator’s R

eport

11.
A

djourn

1



C
ITY O

F FIFTY LA
K

E
S 

N
O

TIC
E

 O
F PU

B
LIC

 H
E

A
R

IN
G

 

TO
 W

H
O

M
 IT M

A
Y C

O
N

C
E

R
N

:  N
otice is hereby given the C

ity of Fifty Lakes Planning 
C

om
m

ission/B
oard of A

djustm
ent w

ill convene on Tuesday, A
ugust 27, 2024 at 6:00 p.m

. at C
ity 

H
all located at 40447 Tow

n H
all R

oad, to conduct the follow
ing public hearings:   

V
ariance A

pplication V
-02-24 to expand a pre-existing dw

elling and encroach the 
ordinance high w

ater (O
H

W
) level setback and drainfield to dw

elling setback 
requirem

ents w
ith a dw

elling addition on the property located at 16969 N
orth E

agle 
Lake R

d.  PIN
 22130559. The applicants/property ow

ners are M
ichael &

 Joan 
Petersen.  

A
ll interested persons are invited to attend these hearings and be heard or send w

ritten com
m

ents 
to C

ity H
all at PO

 B
ox 125, Fifty Lakes, M

N
 56448 or via em

ail at pz@
fiftylakesm

n.com
.   

A
 staff report is m

ade available at city hall typically one w
eek before the scheduled m

eeting.  

Justin B
urslie, Zoning A

dm
inistrator 

C
ity of Fifty Lakes 

2



C
ITY O

F FIFTY LA
K

E
S 

B
O

A
R

D
 O

F A
D

JU
STM

E
N

T 
N

O
TIC

E
 O

F PU
B

LIC
 H

E
A

R
IN

G
 

A
ugust 27, 2024 @

 6:00 P.M
. 

TO
 W

H
O

M
 IT M

A
Y C

O
N

C
E

R
N

: 

The follow
ing w

ill be the subject of a public hearing on Tuesday, A
ugust 27, 2024 beginning at 

6:00 P.M
 at Fifty Lakes C

ity H
all.  

H
earin

g:  V
ariance A

pplication V
-02-24 to expand a pre-existing dw

elling and encroach the 
ordinance high w

ater (O
H

W
) level setback and drainfield to dw

elling setback requirem
ents w

ith a 
dw

elling addition.  

Property O
w

ners/A
pplicants: 

M
ichael &

 Joan Petersen 

P
rop

erty D
escrip

tion
:   The subject property is located at 16969 N

orth E
agle Lake R

oad. 
PIN

 22130559.  

A
 m

ap identifying the subject property is on the reverse side of this notice. 

P
u

rp
ose:  The applicant is requesting a variance to construct a dw

elling addition located on the w
est 

side of a pre-existing dw
elling. The proposed addition is w

ithin the ordinary high w
ater (O

H
W

) level 
setback and dw

elling to drainfield setback requirem
ent.  

P
rop

erty O
w

n
ers P

lease N
ote:  Please share this inform

ation w
ith your neighbors in the event 

that any property ow
ner has been overlooked or is not contained in our records. 

If you w
ish to provide w

ritten com
m

ents, please em
ail to pz@

fiftylakesm
n.com

 or m
ail to PO

 B
ox 

125, Fifty Lakes, M
N

 56448. 

The staff report regarding the request w
ill be available on the city w

ebsite approxim
ately one w

eek 
before the m

eeting.  

Justin B
urslie (Sourcew

ell) 
Zoning A

dm
inistrator  

C
ity of Fifty Lakes 

3



 
   The subject property is located at: 16969 N

orth E
agle Lake R

oad: 
 

 
       

4
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R
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A
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, D
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 Fifty Lakes Staff R
eport 

1 
A

ugust 27, 2024 

S
T

A
F

F
 R

E
P

O
R

T  
  A

p
p

lication
: 

 
V

ariance to C
onstruct D

w
elling A

ddition w
ithin the O

H
W

 
level and D

w
elling to SSTS Setback R

equirem
ents.  

 P
rop

erty O
w

n
er/A

p
p

lican
t: 

M
ichael &

 Joan Petersen 
  B

ackgrou
n

d
 In

form
ation

: The applicants are requesting a variance to construct a 24’ x 28’ 
(672 sf) dw

elling addition w
ithin the O

H
W

 level setback and SSTS (drainfield) to dw
elling 

setback on the property located at 16969 N
orth E

agle Lake R
oad.   The subject property is 

13,320 sf and is zoned “Shoreland R
esidential” - E

agle Lake (R
ecreational D

evelopm
ent).    

 The subject property contains a pre-existing 26’ x 26’ (676 sf)  single fam
ily dw

elling located 77’ 
from

 the ordinary high w
ater level of E

agle Lake (100’ required). The proposed dw
elling 

addition is located on the w
est side of the existing dw

elling and is 72’ from
 E

agle Lake. 
 The city granted a variance (V

-03-23) to the property ow
ners/applicants in N

ovem
ber 2023 to 

construct 
a 

subsurface 
sew

age 
treatm

ent 
system

 
w

ithin 
the 

dw
elling 

to 
SSTS 

setback 
requirem

ent.  The SSTS is located north of the dw
elling.  The proposed addition is located 12’ to 

the septic tank (10’ required) and 18’ to the drainfield (20’ required). 
  

 
 

6



Fifty Lakes Staff R
eport 

2 
A

ugust 27, 2024

The im
pervious surface coverage w

ith the proposed im
provem

ents is approxim
ately 14%

.  The 
approxim

ately 10’ x 20’ (200 sf) natural surface drivew
ay (50%

 im
pervious) is not included on 

the survey provided.   

A
p

p
licable R

egu
lation

s: The follow
ing ordinance regulations apply to this request: 

3.07 
V

ariances 

3.07.06  
V

ariances m
ay be granted upon considering the follow

ing: 

a.
W

ill granting the variance put property to use in a
reasonable m

anner not perm
itted by the zoning ordinance?

and
b.

D
oes the property have unique circum

stances that w
ere not

created by the landow
ner? and

c.
W

ill the variance, if granted, alter the essential character of
the locality? and

d.
W

ill the variance, if granted, be consistent w
ith the

com
prehensive plan and be in harm

ony w
ith the purpose

and intent of the C
ity of Fifty Lakes ordinances?  and

e.
A

re econom
ic considerations alone the reason for

requesting a variance?

5.0 
L

A
N

D
 U

SE
 PR

O
V

ISIO
N

S 

5.01 
Lot Area, W

idth, Buildable Area and Im
pervious Surface Standards 

T
able 5.01.01 Shoreland R

esidential D
istrict (SR

) L
ot A

rea, W
idth, B

uildable A
rea, 

and Im
pervious Surface Standards 

Shoreland R
esidential D

istrict (SR
) 

L
ake C

lassification 
M

in. 
Lot 
A

rea (ft 2) M
in. 

Lot 
W

idth M
in. 

B
uildable 

A
rea 

(ft 2)** 

M
ax. 

Im
pervious 

C
overage ( 

%
) 

G
eneral D

evelopm
ent  

R
ecreational D

evelopm
ent -R

iparian 
40,000 

150 
25,000 

15 

8.0 
PR

O
V

ISIO
N

S FO
R

 M
A

N
A

G
EM

EN
T O

F SH
O

R
ELA

N
D

 A
R

EA
S 

8.02 
Placem

ent, D
esign, and H

eight of Structures 

7



 Fifty Lakes Staff R
eport 

3 
A

ugust 27, 2024 8.02.01 
Placem

ent of Structures on Lots.  Structures and facilities m
ust be 

located to m
eet all setbacks.  Structures shall be located as follow

s: 
 

i. 
Structure and O

n-site Sew
age System

 Setbacks (in feet) from
 

O
rdinary H

igh W
ater Level (see required setbacks for Special 

Protection zone) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
              Setbacks____              

 
 

 
 

 
   

                        Sew
age 

C
lasses of   

 
 

 
          Treatm

ent  
      

Public W
aters 

 
 

Structures 
System

  
 L

akes 
R

ecreational D
evelopm

ent  
100 

100 
 

 
 

8.02.02 
A

dditional Structure Setbacks.   
b) 

The follow
ing additional structure setbacks apply, 

regardless of the classification of the w
aterbody: 

Table 8.02.02 
Additional Structure Setbacks 

Setback from
: 

Setback (in feet) 
Subsurface Sew

age Treatm
ent System

—
D

rainfield (to 
road right-of-w

ay) 
0 

Property Line 
10 

  S
taff F

in
d

in
gs: Staff provides the follow

ing findings of fact for consideration: 
 

1. 
The subject property is located at 16969 N

orth E
agle Lake R

oad and is zoned “Shoreland 
R

esidential” (E
agle Lake- R

ecreational D
evelopm

ent).  
 

2. 
The variance request is to construct a 24’ x 28’ (672 sf) dw

elling addition w
ithin the 

O
H

W
 level setback and SSTS (drainfield) to dw

elling setback. 
 

3. 
The subject property contains a lim

ited building envelope.  A
ny expansion to the pre-

existing dw
elling requires a variance.  

 
4. 

The existing and proposed im
pervious surface coverage of the property is 14%

 (15%
 

allow
ed.) 

 
5. 

The D
N

R
 has been notified of the request and has not provided com

m
ents since the 

request is not related to deviations to the Shoreland R
ules.  

 
6. 

W
ill granting the variance put property to use in a reasonable m

anner not perm
itted by 

the zoning ordinance?  
a. 

Yes, _
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
.  

b. 
N

o, _
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

.  
 

8



 Fifty Lakes Staff R
eport 

4 
A

ugust 27, 2024 

7. 
D

oes the property have unique circum
stances that w

ere not created by the landow
ner? 

a. 
Yes, _

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

. 
b. 

N
o, the landow

ner did not construct and pre-existing dw
elling how

ever the 
landow

ner did construct the SSTS after variance approval (V
-03-23) from

 the 
C

ity. 
 

8. 
If the variance is granted, w

ill the essential character of the locality rem
ain consistent? 

a. 
Yes, constructing the addition w

ill not alter the essential character of the 
neighborhood.  The im

provem
ent w

ill be visible from
 the lake and right-of-w

ay, 
how

ever the proposed size of the dw
elling (and addition) is consistent w

ith other 
dw

ellings in the vicinity of the subject property.  
b. 

N
o, the addition w

ill be visible as view
ed from

 the lake and is not consistent w
ith 

the size of nearby dw
ellings that are located w

ithin the lake setback—
the 

proposed addition w
ill alter the essential character of the neighborhood. 

 
9. 

W
ill the variance, if granted, be consistent w

ith the com
prehensive plan and be in 

harm
ony w

ith the purpose and intent of the C
ity of Fifty Lakes ordinances?   

a. 
Yes, the request, w

ith conditions, is consistent w
ith the purpose and intent of the 

zoning ordinance and the follow
ing goal in the com

prehensive plan, “To preserve 
the natural character and environm

ental quality of the lakeshore and still allow
 

reasonable use for property ow
ners and the public.”. 

b. 
N

o, _
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

. 
 

10. H
as the variance request been m

ade based on reasons other than econom
ic 

considerations alone? 
a. 

Yes, the request has been m
ade on factors other than econom

ic considerations.  
 

 
B

oard
 of A

d
ju

stm
en

t D
irection

: The B
oard of A

djustm
ent can approve the request, deny 

the request or table the request if additional inform
ation is needed.  If the m

otion is for approval 
or denial, findings of fact should be cited. 
 S

taff R
ecom

m
en

d
ation

:  If the board of adjustm
ent w

ishes to approve the variance request 
staff recom

m
ends the follow

ing condition of approval.  
 

1. 
The existing screening/vegetative buffer located betw

een the dw
elling and the lake shall 

rem
ain in place in perpetuity.  

2. 
G

utters/dow
nspouts shall be installed on the w

est side of the dw
elling addition and shall 

be directed aw
ay from

 the lake to a sw
ale/rain garden.  
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12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



1

pz@
fiftylakesm

n.com

From
:

Frie, Jacob (DNR) <Jacob.Frie@
state.m

n.us>
Sent:

M
onday, August 12, 2024 1:03 PM

To:
pz@

fiftylakesm
n.com

Cc:
bethany.soderlund@

sourcewell-m
n.gov; jessica@

fiftylakesmn.com
Subject:

RE: Fifty Lakes: Peterson Variance Request

Good a
ernoon:

The M
N DNR has no com

m
ents concerning this applica

on. Thank you.

Jacob Frie
Area H

ydrologist | Division of Ecological and W
ater Resources 

M
innesota Departm

ent of N
atural Resources 

1601 M
innesota Drive 

Brainerd, M
N

, 56401 
Phone: 218-203-4367 
Em

ail:Jacob.frie@
state.m

n.us
m

ndnr.gov

From
: pz@

fiftylakesm
n.com

 <pz@
fiftylakesm

n.com
>  

Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 1:02 PM
 

To: Frie, Jacob (DNR) <Jacob.Frie@
state.m

n.us> 
Cc: bethany.soderlund@

sourcew
ell-m

n.gov; jessica@
fiftylakesm

n.com
 

Subject: Fifty Lakes: Peterson Variance Request 

H
i Jake,  

Please see attached and let us know
 if you have any com

m
ents/questions. 

Thanks,  

Justin  

This m
essage m

ay be from
 an external em

ail source.
Do not select links or open attachm

ents unless verified. Report all suspicious em
ails to M

innesota IT Services Security O
perations Center. 

31



CITY
 O

F FIFTY
 LA

K
ES 

1 
M

IN
U

TES O
F TH

E PLA
N

N
IN

G
 CO

M
M

ISSIO
N 

2 

July 23, 2024     6:00 PM
 

3 

 
4 

1. 
C

all to order: 6:00 pm
 

5 
 

6 
2. 

R
oll C

all:   
7 

Planning C
om

m
ission:  B

ob Stancer, D
on R

eierson, Fred Strohm
eier and G

ary O
ster (M

ike M
ilbrath: A

bsent) 
8 

Staff: Justin B
urslie, Zoning Specialist; Jessica Istvanovich, D

eputy C
lerk.  

9 
C

ity C
ouncil: G

ary Staples 
10 

 
11 

 
12 

3. 
Public H

earings:  
13 

a. 
Interim

 U
se Perm

it A
pplication IU

-01-24 to operate a tem
porary/portable asphalt plant for four w

eeks 
14 

from
 m

id-Septem
ber to m

id-O
ctober in an existing pit. Property Location: South of C

ounty R
oad 1 &

 
15 

east of C
ounty R

oad 66 (no physical address). PIN
 22290510.  

16 
Property O

w
ner: B

rian and C
olleen D

obie. A
pplicant: A

nderson B
rothers C

onstruction   
17 

 
 

18 
The planning com

m
ission opened the m

eeting to public com
m

ent. Jay G
reen, 1327 M

eyer Lake R
d, stated 

19 
concerns of noise and air quality from

 the asphalt plant. B
rad B

usbey from
 A

nderson B
rothers C

onstruction 
20 

stated that the noise w
ould be very m

inim
al and air quality w

as highly regulated and com
pliant w

ith the state’s 
21 

guidelines.  The planning com
m

ission discussed operation days and hours.  
22 

 
23 

M
O

T
IO

N
 M

A
D

E
 B

Y
 M

R
. R

E
IE

R
SO

N
 A

N
D

 SE
C

O
N

D
E

D
 B

Y
 M

R
. ST

R
O

H
M

E
IE

R
 T

O
 A

PPR
O

V
E

 IU
-

24 
01-24 W

IT
H

 TH
E

 15 FIN
D

IN
G

S O
F FA

C
T

 A
N

D
 10 C

O
N

D
IT

IO
N

S A
S D

ISC
U

SSE
D

: 
25 

 
26 

Findings of Fact:  
27 

1. 
The subject property is described as: S 1/2 O

F N
W

 1/4 O
F SW

 1/4 SEC
 29 TW

P 138 R
G

E 27. PIN
 

28 
220293100C

00009. 
29 

2. 
The subject property is 20 acres and is located in the “Forest M

anagem
ent” land use district. 

30 
3. 

The interim
 use perm

it request is to operate an asphalt hot m
ix facility for a four w

eek period of tim
e.  

31 
4. 

The proposed use is allow
ed w

ith an interim
 use perm

it. Section 5.10.05 “Standards” of Section 5.10 
32 

“Extractive U
se Standards” of the Fifty Lakes Land U

se O
rdinance states, “A

n extractive use shall be used 
33 

only for those operations directly related to the extractive use.  A
ny other use shall require an Interim

 U
se 

34 
Perm

it.”  
35 

5. 
The proposed tem

porary structures m
eet all setback requirem

ents of the “Forest M
anagem

ent” land use 
36 

district.  
37 

6. 
The existing and proposed im

pervious surface coverage of the subject property is less than 5%
.  

38 
7. 

The proposed use, w
ith conditions, w

ill not have an im
pact on the health, safety and general w

elfare of the 
39 

occupants in the surrounding neighborhood.  The subject property is adjacent to property used for residential 
40 

purposes (south/southeast) and vacant land (w
est, north and east). 

41 
8. 

The proposed use, w
ith conditions, w

ill m
eet all standards of the ordinance.  

42 
9. 

The com
prehensive plan does not specifically reference “hot m

ix facilities.” The plan states, “Truck and 
43 

seasonal residential traffic on City and C
ounty R

oads is increasing.  This increase in usage places higher 
44 

dem
ands on the transportation system

 and m
ay be the cause for increasing m

aintenance costs of these roads 
45 

(pg. 25)” and “Require stricter site developm
ent and restoration plans and periodic inspections for extractive 

46 
uses (pg. 31).” 

47 
10. The proposed use, w

ith conditions, w
ill not im

pact the value properties in the neighborhood nor w
ill it im

pact 
48 

future developm
ent of properties in the surrounding area.  

49 
11. The proposed use w

ill not generate an increased dem
and for additional public utilities, public utilities or 

50 
schools.  The proposed use w

ill generate additional truck traffic on C
ounty R

oad 1 and C
ounty R

oad 136.   
51 

a. 
The C

row
 W

ing C
ounty H

ighw
ay D

epartm
ent did not provide com

m
ents regarding the interim

 use 
52 

perm
it request.   

53 
b. 

The proposed use w
ill not generate additional traffic on local streets.  

54 
12. The proposed use, w

ith conditions, w
ill not adversely im

pact groundw
ater, surface w

ater and air quality. 
55 

13. The proposed use conform
s w

ith the City’s land use regulations.  
56 

32



14.Perm
itting the use w

ill not im
pose additional costs on the public if it is necessary for the public to take the

57 
property in the future.  The applicant has posted a $15,000 bond w

ith the city for reclam
ation of the property

58 
for the existing extractive use operation.

59 
15.The applicant agrees to all conditions that the planning com

m
ission deem

s appropriate for perm
ission of the

60 
use.

61 
62 

C
onditions of A

pproval: 
63 

1.
The asphalt hot m

ix facility m
ay operate during the m

onths of Septem
ber and N

ovem
ber.

64 
2.

The asphalt hot m
ix facility m

ay operate from
 7 A

M
 to 7 PM

, M
onday through Saturday.  The facility m

ay
65 

not operate on federal holidays.  Equipm
ent m

aintenance m
ay take place during those hours w

hen the hot m
ix

66 
facility is not allow

ed to operate.
67 

3.
The applicant shall notify the city of the start date of operation of the hot m

ix facility at least one w
eek prior

68 
to com

m
encem

ent of the operation.
69 

4.
A

ll apparatus associated w
ith the hot m

ix asphalt facility shall be rem
oved from

 the property w
ithin tw

o
70 

w
eeks after the conclusion of asphalt production.

71 
5.

A
ll truck traffic associated w

ith the hot m
ix facility shall enter and exit the property using the haul road in the

72 
northeast corner of the property (adjacent to C

ounty R
oad 1).

73 
6.

A
nderson B

rothers shall designate prim
ary and alternate contacts w

ho w
ill be available for citizens to contact

74 
w

ith any questions and/or concerns w
hen the tem

porary hot m
ix asphalt facility is in use.

75 
7.

A
 bond of $35,000 shall be established to cover reclam

ation costs associated w
ith the hot m

ix facility.
76 

(Anderson Brothers has a current $15,000 bond for overall site reclam
ation of the subject property).

77 
8.

A
ll legal fees and other costs associated w

ith the hot m
ix facility incurred by the city of Fifty Lakes shall be

78 
reim

bursed by the applicant.
79 

9.
A

 copy of the Storm
 W

ater Pollution Prevention Plan (SW
PPP) shall be provided to the city before the hot

80 
m

ix facility m
ay operate.

81 
10.Loaders, bulldozers and other m

achinery and equipm
ent on the subject property m

ust utilize M
ine Safety and

82 
H

ealth A
dm

inistration (M
SH

A
) approved reverse-activated strobe lights in lieu of audible reverse alarm

s.
83 
84 

W
hen polled: A

ll m
em

bers voted aye (M
r. M

ilbrath absent). M
otion carried 

85 
86 

b.
A

fter-the-Fact C
onditional U

se Perm
it C

U
-01-24 for a m

ulti-tiered retaining w
all in the shore im

pact
87 

zone.
88 

Property Location: 14496 G
rouse Ln.

89 
A

pplicants/Property O
w

ners: Thom
as &

 Pam
ela Stovern

90 
91 
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R
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R
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O

V
E

 C
U

-01-
92 

24 W
ITH

 T
H

E
 14 FIN

D
IN

G
S O

F FA
C

T
 A

N
D

 T
H

E
 A

D
D

IT
IO

N
 O

F 2 C
O

N
D

IT
IO

N
S A

S D
ISC

U
SSE

D
: 

93 
94 

Findings of Fact: 
95 

1.
The subject property is located at 14496 G

rouse LN
. PIN

 22280649.
96 

2.
The property ow

ners w
ere granted a perm

it in A
pril 2024 to construct a 2,400 sf single fam

ily w
elling,

97 
1,280 sf accessory structure, 4’ w

ide w
alkw

ay in the shore im
pact zone and establishm

ent of a 50’ w
ide

98 
“view

 corridor” in the shore im
pact zone.

99 
3.

The city confirm
ed an unperm

itted m
ulti-tiered retaining w

all w
as constructed on the property and issued a

100 
cease and desist order regarding construction of the retaining w

all via em
ail and U

S M
ail on June 17,

101 
2024.

102 
a.The property ow

ner contacted the city on June 17, 2024 and im
m

ediately took steps to stabilize the site in
103 

accordance w
ith the cease and desist order.

104 
4.

The land use ordinance allow
s retaining w

alls in shore im
pact zones 1 and 2 (SIZ-1 and SIZ-2) “in

105 
situations w

here bio-engineering practices (vegetation) are not feasible.” The ordinance allow
s m

ore than
106 

one (1) tier or com
bination of tiers of retaining w

all exceeding four feet in height w
ith a conditional use

107 
perm

it.
108 

5.
The after-the fact conditional use perm

it request is to construct a m
uti-tiered retaining w

all and various
109 

boulder outcroppings in the shore im
pact zone (w

ithin O
H

W
 level setback).

110 
6.

There w
ere five tiers of retaining w

alls/outcroppings constructed varying in length betw
een 5’ and 15’. A

ll
111 

of the tiers are 3.5’ and less in height.
112 

7.
The D

N
R

 has been notified of the request and has not provided com
m

ents.
113 

8.
The com

m
ission agrees that there is no potential im

pact of the proposed use on health, safety and general
114 

w
elfare of the occupants in the surrounding neighborhood. 

115 
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9. 
The com

m
ission agrees that the ability of the proposed use to m

eet the standards of this ordinance 
116 

according to Section 8.03.03 “retaining w
alls,” the proposed use is allow

ed w
ith a conditional use perm

it 
117 

“in situations w
here bio-engineering practices (vegetation) are not feasible.” 

118 
10. The ability of the proposed use to m

eeting goals and policies adopted w
ith in the Fifty Lakes 

119 
C

om
prehensive Plan; The com

m
ission agrees the request, w

ith conditions, is consistent w
ith the purpose 

120 
and intent of the Zoning ordinance and the follow

ing goal in the com
prehensive plan, “To preserve the 

121 
natural character and environm

ental quality of the lake shore and still allow
 reasonable use for property 

122 
ow

ner and the public.” 
123 

11. The com
m

ission agrees the use w
ill not have an im

pact on property values and future developm
ent of land 

124 
in the surrounding neighborhood.  

125 
12. The com

m
ission agrees the proposed use w

ill not have an im
pact on public utilities, public services, roads 

126 
and schools. 

127 
13. The proposed use, w

ith conditions of additional vegetation w
ill not im

pact ground w
ater, surface w

ater 
128 

and air quality.  
129 

14. The adequacy of w
ater supply, subsurface sew

age treatm
ent system

 facilities, erosion control and storm
 

130 
w

ater m
anagem

ent are provided pursuant to applicable standards: 
131 

a) Th proposed use w
ill not have an im

pact on w
ater supply and subsurface sew

age treatm
ent system

s. 
132 

b) The proposed use, w
ith conditions, w

ill lim
it erosion on the steep slope and properly m

anage storm
 

133 
w

ater in accordance w
ith the land use ordinance.   

134 
 

135 
C

onditions of A
pproval: 

136 
1. 

A
 revegetation plan m

eeting the requirem
ents of Section 8.04 and 8.05 including shrubs and trees shall be 

137 
subm

itted to the city for review
 and after approval shall be im

plem
ented by O

ctober 31, 2024.   
138 

2. 
The planning com

m
ission shall review

 next July 2025 to determ
ine if the additional vegetation planted m

eets 
139 

the requirem
ents of the zoning ordinance.   

140 
 

141 
             W

hen polled: A
ll m

em
bers vote aye (M

r. M
ilbrath absent). M

otion carried. 
142 

 
143 

5. A
pproval of M

inutes: 
144 

a. 
June 4, 2024 Special M

eeting 
145 
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M
IN

U
T

E
S FR

O
M

 JU
N

E
 4, 2024 SPE

C
IA

L
 M

E
E

TIN
G

 A
S PR

E
SE

N
T

E
D

. W
hen polled: A

ll m
em

bers 
148 

vote aye (M
r. M

ilbrath absent). M
otion carried. 

149 
 

150 
6. N

ew
 B

usiness: Planning C
om

m
ission C

hair, B
ob Stancer, updated the com

m
ission on the addition of tw

o 
151 

(2) A
m

erican Signal W
eather Sirens on K

ego Lake R
oad and C

ounty R
oad 136. The sirens are pow

ered off 
152 

solar pow
er. The sirens sound reaches m

ost of the com
m

unity.   
153 

 
154 

 
155 

P&
Z

 A
dm

inistrator’s R
eport: M

r. B
urslie reported 39 land use and 7 SSTS perm

its as of the July m
eeting.  

156 
 

157 
M

O
T
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R
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C
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N
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E
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 B
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 M
R

. O
ST

E
R

 T
O
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D

JO
U

R
N

.  M
eeting 

158 
adjourned at 7:42 PM

.  
159 

 
160 
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163 
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165 

___________________________________ 
166 

   Jessica Istvanovich, D
eputy C

lerk 
167 
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Look up data by lake or county
Colum

ns are sortable in ascending and descending order.

1
 / 168

›

Lake
County

Year scored
Shore quality rating

Shore quality
num

eric
rating (out of
100)

Aitkin
Aitkin

2016
H

igh quality habitat
88.6
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Aitkin
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M

oderate quality habitat
82.7

Big Pine
Aitkin

2013
Low

 quality habitat
60.4

Big Sandy
Aitkin

2016
M

oderate quality habitat
70.2

Blind
Aitkin

2015
M

oderate quality habitat
79.6

‹

Source: M
N

 DN
R: Score the Shore data, M

N
 DN

R: H
ydrography data set • This data set contains

836 M
innesota lakes that have been scored by the Score the Shore program

. Those lakes are
located across 59 of the state's 87 counties. Som

e lakes have been scored m
ore than once.

O
nly the latest score is included in this lookup table. Ratings are based on the am

ount of
natural habitat vs. developm

ent in three lakeshore zones: shoreland, shoreline and aquatic.
M

ore details about m
ethodology for this rating can be found at the Score the Shore data

source linked above.
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Shoreland building perm
its rose during pandem

ic
M

innesota’s shorelands have faced continued steady developm
ent over the past tw

o decades w
ith at

least 6,000 perm
its issued by counties in every year except 2014.
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County-issued perm
its do not include perm

its issued by M
innesota cities and som

e tow
nships, w

hich are not
reported to the state. Therefore perm

its for all of H
ennepin and Ram

sey counties, as w
ell as m

uch of the rest of the
seven-county m

etro (i.e. Anoka, Dakota, Carver, Scott and W
ashington counties), are not represented in this data .

Together those counties contain 5%
 of M

innesota lakes' shoreline w
hen considering lakes of 10 or m

ore acres. Any
perm

its issued on reservations are also not included in this data.
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Redevelopm
ent of lots accounts for nearly tw

o-thirds of land-use perm
its that

counties recently issued in M
innesota shoreland

Building plans for a lot m
ay require both a building perm

it and a perm
it for soil m

ovem
ent.

Perm
it type:
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ent

N
ew
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Soil m
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ent in shore im

pact zone
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Source: M
N

 Departm
ent of N

atural Resources • Graph: APM
 Research Lab • Soil m

ovem
ent perm

its include those
issued for grading, excavation, filling or soil disturbance w

ithin the shore im
pact zone.

County-issued perm
its do not include perm

its issued by M
innesota cities and som

e tow
nships, w

hich are not
reported to the state. Therefore perm

its for all of H
ennepin and Ram

sey counties, as w
ell as m

uch of the rest of the
seven-county m

etro (i.e. Anoka, Dakota, Carver, Scott and W
ashington counties), are not represented in this data .

Together those counties contain 5%
 of M

innesota lakes' shoreline w
hen considering lakes of 10 or m

ore acres. Any
perm

its issued on reservations are also not included in this data.
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M
ost shoreland building perm

its recently issued in M
innesota w

ere in
the northern half of the state

Counties for w
hich significant shoreland developm

ent occurs in cities should be interpreted w
ith caution, as city-issued variances

are not reflected here. H
ennepin, Ram

sey, W
ashington, Anoka, Scott, Carver and Dakota counties are not available in this m

ap for
this reason. Together those counties contain 5%

 of M
innesota lakes' shoreline w

hen considering lakes of 10 or m
ore acres. Any

perm
its issued on reservations are also not included in this data.
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A
ccounting for m

iles of shoreline, M
innesota's lake country has

highest rates of granting perm
its in shoreland

Both river and lake shorelines w
ere estim

ated by county for this analysis. River shorelands are also subject to
special building perm

its, and those perm
its are reported in com

bination w
ith lake shoreland perm

its.

Counties for w
hich significant shoreland developm

ent occurs in cities should be interpreted w
ith caution, as city-issued variances

are not reflected here. H
ennepin, Ram

sey, W
ashington, Anoka, Scott, Carver and Dakota counties are not available in this m

ap for
this reason. Together those counties contain 5%

 of M
innesota lakes' shoreline w

hen considering lakes of 10 or m
ore acres. Any

perm
its issued on reservations are also not included in this data. • Lake shore and river and stream

 length w
ere calculated using the

M
innesota DN

R's buffer protection m
ap data. River lengths w

ere m
ultiplied by tw

o as they have tw
o sides on w

hich developm
ent

can occur, except for those that border other states or Canada. The shore length calculations should be considered estim
ates.
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Roughly 600 to 900 legally-sanctioned exem
ptions to shoreland developm

ent
standards have been granted every year for last decade
After the slow

dow
n in shoreland building activity starting in 2007, the num

ber of these exceptions,
called variances, has only slightly declined over tim

e.

1000

Source: M
N

 Departm
ent of N

atural Resources • Graph: APM
 Research Lab

*County-issued variances do not include variances issued by M
innesota cities and som

e tow
nships, w

hich are not
reported to the state. Therefore variances for all of H

ennepin and Ram
sey counties, as w

ell as m
uch of the rest of

the seven-county m
etro (i.e. Anoka, Dakota, Carver, Scott and W

ashington counties), are not represented in this
data . Together those counties contain 5%

 of M
innesota lakes' shoreline w

hen considering lakes of 10 or m
ore

acres. Any variances issued on reservations are also not included in this data.
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Look-up tool: County-issued shoreland building perm
its

Select county:
Aitkin
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Source: M
innesota Departm

ent of N
atural Resources • Analysis and graph: APM

 Research Lab • Analysis and graph:
APM

 Research Lab • *Counties for w
hich significant shoreland developm

ent occurs in cities should be interpreted
w

ith caution, as city-issued perm
its are not reflected here. This is the case in particular for Scott and Carver

counties. H
ennepin, Ram

sey, W
ashington, Anoka and Dakota are not available in this tool for this reason. Any

perm
its issued on reservations are also not included in this data.

Note: Counties have different practices for approving changes to land near a shoreline.
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Look-up tool: County-issued shoreland variances

Select county:
Aitkin

4030Source: M
innesota Departm

ent of N
atural Resources • Analysis and graph: APM

 Research Lab • Counties for w
hich

significant shoreland developm
ent occurs in cities should be interpreted w

ith caution, as city-issued variances are
not reflected here. This is the case in particular for Scott and Carver counties. H

ennepin, Ram
sey, W

ashington,
Anoka and Dakota are not available in this tool for this reason. Any variances issued on reservations are also not
included in this data.
Note: Counties have different practices for approving changes to land near a shoreline. Som

e w
ork w

ith
landow

ners to align w
ith zoning rules, so a so-called variance isn’t needed. County officials can also require extra

steps to reduce a project’s environm
ental im

pacts, such as m
anaging storm

w
ater or keeping a vegetative buffer.
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+−Legend - Score the Shore rating
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Look up data by lake or county
Colum

ns are sortable in ascending and descending order.

1
 / 168

›

Lake
County

Year scored
Shore quality rating

Shore quality
num

eric
rating (out of
100)

Aitkin
Aitkin

2016
H

igh quality habitat
88.6

Ball Bluff
Aitkin

2016
M

oderate quality habitat
82.7

Big Pine
Aitkin

2013
Low

 quality habitat
60.4

Big Sandy
Aitkin

2016
M

oderate quality habitat
70.2

Blind
Aitkin

2015
M

oderate quality habitat
79.6

‹

Source: M
N

 DN
R: Score the Shore data, M

N
 DN

R: H
ydrography data set • This data set contains

836 M
innesota lakes that have been scored by the Score the Shore program

. Those lakes are
located across 59 of the state's 87 counties. Som

e lakes have been scored m
ore than once.

O
nly the latest score is included in this lookup table. Ratings are based on the am

ount of
natural habitat vs. developm

ent in three lakeshore zones: shoreland, shoreline and aquatic.
M

ore details about m
ethodology for this rating can be found at the Score the Shore data

source linked above.
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Im
paired w

aters list: A starting point for identifying and restoring M
innesota’s

lakes
Lakes can be added to the im

paired w
aters list if nutrient levels are too high. M

onitoring efforts increased
starting in the late 2000s, so m

any lakes w
ere added to the list in the 2010s. The M

innesota Pollution Control
Agency now

 assesses m
ost lakes in the state for nutrient im

pairm
ent every ten years. In recent years, M

PCA
has started to assess m

ore lakes for a second tim
e. Som

e have im
proved enough to no longer be im

paired by
nutrients, and they are rem

oved from
 the list.

Lakes added to nutrient-im
paired list (cum

ulative)
Lakes rem

oved from
 nutrient-im

paired list (cum
ulative)

800

600

Source: M
innesota Pollution Control Agency • Analysis and graph: APM
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Look up tool: M
innesota lakes im

paired by too m
any nutrients

Lakes appearing on the 2024 list of im
paired w

aters in M
innesota for having nutrient levels that are too

high.

1
 / 98

›

Lake
County

Year added to List

Lundsten South
Carver

2024

Shakopee
Chippew

a
2024

Rebecca
Dakota

2024

Low
er Elk

Grant
2024

Lost
H

ennepin
2024

Thies
H

ennepin
2024

Charlotte
Stevens

2024

‹

Source: M
innesota Pollution Control Agency • If a lake you are interested in does not appear on the list, it m

ay be
for one of tw

o reasons (1) it w
as assessed and not im

paired or (2) it m
ay not have been assessed. (M

PCA w
as

unable to provide a com
prehensive list of lakes falling into either of those categories in tim

e for this publication.)

Search...

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:36 AM
10 key data points and graphs about loss of shoreline on M

innesota’s lakes | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/16/take-a-deep-dive-into-lakeshore-data
18/21

68

https://www.mprnews.org/environment/trouble-by-the-water
https://www.mprnews.org/environment/trouble-by-the-water
https://mywaterway.epa.gov/community
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=10004302
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=12003000
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=19000300
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=26004600
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=27010300
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=27015600
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/lake.html?id=75004600
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/19038766/?utm_source=embed&utm_campaign=visualisation/19038766
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/19038766/?utm_source=embed&utm_campaign=visualisation/19038766


P
ro

g
ra

m
 S

ch
e

d
u

le
S

ta
tio

n
 D

ire
cto

ry

O
n

e
 la

k
e

 y
o

u
 w

o
n

’t fi
n

d
 in

 th
e

 ta
b

le
? K

o
h

lm
a

n
 L

a
k

e
, in

 R
a

m
se

y
 C

o
u

n
ty, w

a
s

re
m

o
v
e

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 n

u
trie

n
t-im

p
a

ire
d

 w
a

te
rs list th

is y
e

a
r, fo

llo
w

in
g

 a
 n

e
a

r-3
0

-

y
e

a
r e

ff
o

rt to
 im

p
ro

v
e

 its w
a

te
r q

u
a

lity.  

T
h

e
 p

o
llu

tio
n

 co
n

tro
l a

g
e

n
cy

 h
ig

h
lig

h
te

d
 it in

 a
 n

e
w

s re
le

a
se

, a
n

d
 th

e
 sto

ry
 o

f

its cle
a

n
u

p
 d

e
m

o
n

stra
te

s h
o

w
 re

sto
rin

g
 sh

o
re

la
n

d
 is n

o
t th

e
 o

n
ly

 m
e

th
o

d
 fo

r

d
e

cre
a

sin
g

 th
e

 a
m

o
u

n
t o

f n
u

trie
n

ts e
n

te
rin

g
 M

in
n

e
so

ta
’s w

a
te

r b
o

d
ie

s.

R
e

d
u

cin
g

 n
u

trie
n

t o
u

tp
u

t a
t its so

u
rce

 is a
n

o
th

e
r p

o
ssib

le
 stra

te
g

y
 —

 fo
r

e
x

a
m

p
le

, in
 so

m
e

 a
re

a
s re

d
u

cin
g

 th
e

 a
m

o
u

n
t o

f fe
rtilize

r u
se

d
 in

 a
g

ricu
ltu

re

m
ig

h
t b

e
 k

e
y.  

A
n

d
 in

 m
o

re
 d

e
v
e

lo
p

e
d

 a
re

a
s lik

e
 R

a
m

se
y
 C

o
u

n
ty, im

p
ro

v
in

g
 sto

rm
w

a
te

r

m
a

n
a

g
e

m
e

n
t p

ra
ctice

s in
 th

e
 b

ro
a

d
e

r a
re

a
 o

f th
e

 w
a

te
rsh

e
d

, n
o

t ju
st rig

h
t

n
e

a
r th

e
 sh

o
re

lin
e

, ca
n

 a
lso

 m
a

k
e

 a
 b

ig
 d

iff
e

re
n

ce
. F

o
r K

o
h

lm
a

n
 L

a
k

e
, th

is

m
e

a
n

t in
sta

llin
g

 ra
in

 g
a

rd
e

n
s in

 p
a

rk
in

g
 lo

ts a
t M

a
p

le
w

o
o

d
 M

a
ll a

n
d

 se
v
e

ra
l

ch
u

rch
e

s, a
s w

e
ll a

s a
d

ju
stin

g
 stre

e
t sw

e
e

p
in

g
 te

ch
n

iq
u

e
s.  

Fu
n

d
in

g
 fo

r th
is series is p

ro
vid

ed
 in

 p
a

rt b
y th

e Fo
u

r C
ed

a
rs E

n
viro

n
m

en
ta

l Fu
n

d

o
f th

e D
u

lu
th

 S
u

p
erio

r A
rea

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ity Fo
u

n
d

a
tio

n
.

O
n

 C
ro

ss L
a

k
e

, lo
o

n
s m

a
k

e
 th

e
 ca

se
 fo

r p
ro

te
ctin

g
 w

ild
 sh

o
re

s
◥

In
 N

W
 W

isco
n

sin
, a

 co
u

n
ty

 fi
n

d
s p

a
y
in

g
 h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs to

 k
e

e
p

 sh
o

re
lin

e
s n

a
tu

ra
l p

a
y
s o

ff
◥

‘Q
u

it m
o

w
in

g
’: T

u
rn

in
g

 M
in

n
e

so
ta

 la
k

e
 h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs in

to
 sh

o
re

lin
e

 ste
w

a
rd

s, o
n

e
 la

w
n

 a
t

a
 tim

e
◥

N
e

w
s y

o
u

 ca
n

 u
se

 in
 y

o
u

r in
b

o
x

E
n

te
r y

o
u

r e
m

a
il

S
U

B
S

C
R

IB
E

Te
rm

s

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:36 AM
10 key data points and graphs about loss of shoreline on M

innesota’s lakes | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/16/take-a-deep-dive-into-lakeshore-data
19/21

69

https://www.mprnews.org/schedule
https://www.mpr.org/listen/stations
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/kohlman-lake-delisted
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/08/19/in-crosslake-loons-are-hook-for-sharing-message-about-protecting-shorelines
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/08/16/paying-homeowners-to-keep-shorelines-natural-pays-off-wisconsin-minnesota
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-minnesota-lake-homeowners-into-shoreline-stewards-quit-mowing-lawns
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-minnesota-lake-homeowners-into-shoreline-stewards-quit-mowing-lawns
https://www.americanpublicmedia.org/terms


M
e

n
u

S
e

a
rch

S
ig

n
 in

S
ig

n
 u

p

T
ro

u
b

le
 b

y
 th

e
 w

a
te

r: M
in

n
e

so
ta

's v
a

n
ish

in
g

 n
a

tu
ra

l la
k

e
sh

o
re

s

K
irsti M

a
ro

h
n

·
B

ra
in

e
rd

, M
in

n
.

·
A

u
g

u
st 1

5
, 2

0
2

4
 4

:0
0

 A
M

‘Q
u

it m
o

w
in

g
’: T

u
rn

in
g

 M
in

n
e

so
ta

 la
k

e
h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs in

to
 sh

o
re

lin
e

 ste
w

a
rd

s, o
n

e
 la

w
n

 a
t

a
 tim

e

A
 sig

n
 fo

r th
e

 L
a

k
e

 S
te

w
a

rd
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 is p
o

ste
d

 o
n

 D
o

ro
th

y
 W

h
itm

e
r’s d

o
ck

 in
 E

a
st G

u
ll L

a
k

e
, M

in
n

., o
n

 Ju
n

e
3

.
B

e
n

 H
o

v
la

n
d

 |
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

L
iste

n
‘Q

u
it m

o
w

in
g

’: T
u

rn
in

g
 M

in
n

e
so

ta
 la

k
e

 h
o

m
e

o
w

n
e

rs in
to

 sh
o

re
lin

e
 ste

w
a

rd
s, o

n
e

 la
w

n
 a

t

a
 tim

e

◢

N
e

w
sle

tte
rs

♡
D

O
N

A
T

E
 N

O
W

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

1/15
70

https://www.mprnews.org/search
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssEwMWXCFqH5AB2pty0U7X_DsL_TS8AW5o37aNkr5KeVLru1UgLYnx4PZUG1AkBEulMjqqsttECv4E8fIvTNo0JzwAm1j9SggR2B0j_pxnjGyHWeQJWh27KeWRsn2EcYxsokLip_Bl6ofWDXXDFw6watWckvJPgrN-60z0LYfMrabz1_FZuJ18w-o7a-qfGVLfzN0LdNt2nitsSImDDdKTCOwqJPsAYSLVxXiLi8hk1d_e8kF8V2PBkLSLv6r3EZoNHPG_Eq60h9glD6Kne7baTL6DVRA4Rohwu86fIMcyK36SwTYtttrseSG7scdNMrIbGpsLmI__XO0r7WWdmiMHdUFXGn40F-uJS2psVi1haPnSrPRGQ0XQ&sai=AMfl-YRNU4eRRcaEImz9h0Hfh73ucWI9yvtov2U67OAmLXyvEBGrQmI0HtZgMoBXB_dDis3RZX1QCiaEzVe0bfl2wJtzBFY3HXjG_UHGi_hNpwDd6vUE0ziC7QhpNr0rUA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHxY5bv7ska2&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1196805&nm=1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssEwMWXCFqH5AB2pty0U7X_DsL_TS8AW5o37aNkr5KeVLru1UgLYnx4PZUG1AkBEulMjqqsttECv4E8fIvTNo0JzwAm1j9SggR2B0j_pxnjGyHWeQJWh27KeWRsn2EcYxsokLip_Bl6ofWDXXDFw6watWckvJPgrN-60z0LYfMrabz1_FZuJ18w-o7a-qfGVLfzN0LdNt2nitsSImDDdKTCOwqJPsAYSLVxXiLi8hk1d_e8kF8V2PBkLSLv6r3EZoNHPG_Eq60h9glD6Kne7baTL6DVRA4Rohwu86fIMcyK36SwTYtttrseSG7scdNMrIbGpsLmI__XO0r7WWdmiMHdUFXGn40F-uJS2psVi1haPnSrPRGQ0XQ&sai=AMfl-YRNU4eRRcaEImz9h0Hfh73ucWI9yvtov2U67OAmLXyvEBGrQmI0HtZgMoBXB_dDis3RZX1QCiaEzVe0bfl2wJtzBFY3HXjG_UHGi_hNpwDd6vUE0ziC7QhpNr0rUA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHxY5bv7ska2&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1196805&nm=1
https://www.mprnews.org/environment/trouble-by-the-water
https://www.mprnews.org/people/kirsti-marohn
https://www.mprnews.org/
https://www.mprnews.org/newsletters
https://support.mpr.org/news-web


S
a

v
e

S
H

A
R

E

Q
U

IC
K

R
E

A
D

A
re

 M
in

n
e

so
ta

n
s w

illin
g

 to
 re

th
in

k
 th

e
ir v

isio
n

 o
f b

e
a

u
ty

 to
 sa

v
e

 w
ild

 sh
o

re
lin

e
s? O

n
G

u
ll L

a
k

e
 th

e
 a

n
sw

e
r is y

e
s. G

e
ttin

g
 th

e
re

, th
o

u
g

h
, m

e
a

n
s co

n
v

in
cin

g
 p

ro
p

e
rty

 o
w

n
e

rs
th

e
ir "n

e
a

t a
n

d
 tid

y
" v

ie
w

 o
f th

e
 la

k
e

 is k
illin

g
 it.

W
h

e
n

 a
 q

u
iz p

o
p

p
e

d
 u

p
 in

 D
o

ro
th

y
 W

h
itm

e
r’s e

m
a

il in
b

o
x

 in
 2

0
1

6
 a

sk
in

g
 h

e
r

to
 sco

re
 th

e
 q

u
a

lity
 o

f h
e

r la
k

e
sh

o
re

 p
ro

p
e

rty, sh
e

 ju
m

p
e

d
 a

t th
e

 ch
a

n
ce

.

“I w
a

s so
 e

x
cite

d
, b

e
ca

u
se

 I sa
id

, ‘O
h

, I h
a

v
e

 th
is g

re
a

t p
ro

p
e

rty, a
n

d
 it's g

o
in

g

to
 g

e
t a

 h
ig

h
 ra

tin
g

,’” sa
id

 W
h

itm
e

r, 7
1

, a
 re

tire
d

 p
h

y
sicia

n
 w

h
o

’s o
w

n
e

d
 a

sce
n

ic sp
o

t o
n

 G
u

ll L
a

k
e

 in
 th

e
 B

ra
in

e
rd

 L
a

k
e

s re
g

io
n

 fo
r 3

4
 y

e
a

rs.

S
h

e
 a

n
sw

e
re

d
 a

 se
rie

s o
f q

u
e

stio
n

s: H
o

w
 m

u
ch

 o
f h

e
r p

ro
p

e
rty

 is co
v
e

re
d

w
ith

 n
a

tiv
e

 v
e

g
e

ta
tio

n
, a

n
d

 h
o

w
 m

u
ch

 is m
o

w
e

d
 la

w
n

? H
o

w
 m

u
ch

 is co
v
e

re
d

b
y
 h

a
rd

 su
rfa

ce
s, lik

e
 b

u
ild

in
g

s, p
a

tio
s a

n
d

 d
riv

e
w

a
y
s? D

o
e

s sh
e

 u
se

 fe
rtilize

r

o
r p

e
sticid

e
s?

To
 h

e
r su

rp
rise

, W
h

itm
e

r fa
ile

d
 th

e
 te

st.

S
u

p
p

o
rt lo

ca
l n

e
w

s

W
h

e
n

 b
re

a
k

in
g

 n
e

w
s h

a
p

p
e

n
s, M

P
R

 N
e

w
s p

ro
v
id

e
s th

e

co
n

te
x

t y
o

u
 n

e
e

d
. H

e
lp

 u
s m

e
e

t th
e

 sig
n

ifi
ca

n
t d

e
m

a
n

d
s o

f

th
e

se
 n

e
w

sg
a

th
e

rin
g

 e
ff

o
rts.

♡
D

O
N

A
T

E
 N

O
W

“It w
a

s a
 d

isa
ste

r,” sh
e

 re
ca

lle
d

. “S
o

 o
v
e

r th
e

 n
e

x
t th

re
e

 y
e

a
rs, I k

in
d

 o
f fe

ll

b
a

ck
 o

n
 th

a
t a

n
cie

n
t w

isd
o

m
: W

h
e

n
 a

ll e
lse

 fa
ils, re

a
d

 th
e

 d
ire

ctio
n

s.”

W
h

itm
e

r’s a
w

a
k

e
n

in
g

 sp
u

rre
d

 h
e

r in
to

 a
ctio

n
, th

e
 k

in
d

 a
d

v
o

ca
te

s sa
y
 is cru

cia
l

to
 sa

v
in

g
 M

in
n

e
so

ta
’s la

k
e

s. N
e

a
rly

 h
a

lf th
e

 sta
te

’s n
a

tu
ra

l sh
o

re
lin

e
s h

a
v
e

b
e

e
n

 lo
st to

 su
b

u
rb

a
n

-sty
le

 d
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t, a

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 a

 re
p

o
rt la

st y
e

a
r th

a
t

d
e

scrib
e

d
 th

e
 o

n
g

o
in

g
 lo

ss a
s “a

la
rm

in
g

” a
n

d
 co

n
clu

d
e

d
 “m

a
n

y
 o

f M
in

n
e

so
ta

’s

la
k

e
s a

re
 in

 tro
u

b
le

.”
O

N
 A

IR
1

A
 W

IT
H

 JE
N

N
 W

H
IT

E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

2/15
71

https://support.mpr.org/mprnews-instory
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/backyard/shorelandmgmt/minnesota-vanishing-natural-shorelines.pdf
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/assistance/backyard/shorelandmgmt/minnesota-vanishing-natural-shorelines.pdf


M
o

re
 fro

m
 'T

ro
u

b
le

 b
y

 th
e

 W
a

te
r' sp

e
cia

l se
rie

s

D
o

ro
th

y
 W

h
itm

e
r lo

o
k

s o
u

t o
v
e

r G
u

ll L
a

k
e

 fro
m

 th
e

 sh
o

re
 o

n
 h

e
r p

ro
p

e
rty

 in
 E

a
st G

u
ll L

a
k

e
, M

in
n

., o
n

M
o

n
d

a
y, Ju

n
e

 3
.

B
e

n
 H

o
v
la

n
d

 |
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

W
h

itm
e

r h
e

lp
e

d
 la

u
n

ch
 a

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 o

n
 th

e
 G

u
ll C

h
a

in
 o

f L
a

k
e

s th
a

t e
n

co
u

ra
g

e
s

a
n

d
 re

w
a

rd
s p

ro
p

e
rty

 o
w

n
e

rs w
h

o
 p

re
se

rv
e

 o
r re

sto
re

 th
e

ir n
a

tu
ra

l sh
o

re
lin

e
s

to
 h

e
lp

 k
e

e
p

 la
k

e
 p

o
llu

tio
n

 in
 ch

e
ck

. 

M
o

re
 b

ro
a

d
ly, it’s a

n
 e

ff
o

rt to
 ch

a
n

g
e

 M
in

n
e

so
ta

n
s’ a

ttitu
d

e
s to

w
a

rd

la
k

e
sh

o
re

s b
y
 e

n
g

a
g

in
g

 a
n

d
 e

d
u

ca
tin

g
 th

e
 p

ro
p

e
rty

 o
w

n
e

rs w
h

o
 h

e
lp

e
d

cre
a

te
 th

e
 p

ro
b

le
m

. S
u

p
p

o
rte

rs sa
y
 m

a
n

y
 h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs sim

p
ly

 a
re

n
’t a

w
a

re
 o

f

th
e

 d
e

v
a

sta
tin

g
 e

ff
e

cts a
 h

e
a

v
ily

 a
lte

re
d

 sh
o

re
lin

e
 ca

n
 h

a
v
e

 o
n

 th
e

 la
k

e
’s

h
e

a
lth

 a
n

d
 w

a
te

r q
u

a
lity.

“W
h

a
t is g

o
o

d
 fo

r th
e

 la
k

e
s a

ctu
a

lly
 sa

v
e

s m
o

n
e

y
 a

n
d

 e
ff

o
rt, a

n
d

 it’s

h
ig

h
ly

 re
w

a
rd

in
g

,” W
h

itm
e

r sa
id

. “It co
u

ld
 b

e
 su

m
m

a
rize

d
 in

 tw
o

 w
o

rd
s:

Q
u

it m
o

w
in

g
.”

U
n

ch
e

ck
e

d
 d

e
v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t, la

x
 re

g
u

la
tio

n
 p

u
sh

 M
in

n
e

so
ta

 la
k

e
sh

o
re

s to
 th

e
 e

d
g

e
◥

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

3/15
72

https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/08/14/unchecked-development-lax-regulation-push-minnesota-lakeshores-to-the-edge


In
 M

in
n

e
so

ta
's la

k
e

 c
o

u
n

try
, n

e
a

rly
 1

 in
 5

 la
k

e
s ra

te
d

 a
s h

a
v

in
g

 lo
w

q
u

a
lity

 h
a

b
ita

t

T
h

is m
a

p
 sh

o
w

s h
a

b
ita

t q
u

a
lity

 o
f la

k
e

s in
 A

itk
in

, C
a

ss, M
o

rriso
n

, C
ro

w
 W

in
g

, M
ille

 L
a

cs,

D
o

u
g

la
s, O

tte
r Ta

il, B
e

ck
e

r, H
u

b
b

a
rd

, W
a

d
e

n
a

, a
n

d
 To

d
d

 co
u

n
tie

s, a
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 a
 re

v
ie

w
 b

y
 th

e

M
in

n
e

so
ta

 D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t o

f N
a

tu
ra

l R
e

so
u

rce
s. L

a
k

e
s n

o
t co

lo
r co

d
e

d
 h

a
v
e

 y
e

t to
 b

e
 sco

re
d

 b
y

th
e

 D
N

R
.

+−Legend - Score the Shore rating
 H

igh quality habitat
 M

oderate quality habitat
 Low

 or very low
 quality habitat

Leaflet

S
O

U
R

C
E

: M
N

 D
N

R
: S

co
re

 th
e

 S
h

o
re

 d
a

ta
, M

N
 D

N
R

: H
y
d

ro
g

ra
p

h
y
 d

a
ta

 se
t

M
A

P
: A

ly
so

n
 C

la
ry

 |
 A

P
M

 R
e

se
a

rch
 L

a
b

P
u

sh
in

g
 b

a
ck

 o
n

 a
 ‘n

e
a

t a
n

d
 tid

y
’ cu

ltu
re

A
fte

r fa
ilin

g
 th

e
 la

k
e

sh
o

re
 e

n
v
iro

n
m

e
n

t q
u

iz in
 2

0
1

6
, W

h
itm

e
r sta

rte
d

 d
ig

g
in

g

in
to

 th
e

 re
se

a
rch

. S
h

e
 le

a
rn

e
d

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 im
p

o
rta

n
ce

 o
f k

e
e

p
in

g
 th

e
 sh

o
re

lin
e

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

4/15
73

https://leafletjs.com/
https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/env-score-the-shore-pub
https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset/water-dnr-hydrography


n
a

tu
ra

l to
 k

e
e

p
 th

e
 la

k
e

 h
e

a
lth

y, a
n

d
 th

a
t p

e
rfe

ctly
 m

a
n

icu
re

d
 a

n
d

 fe
rtilize

d

la
w

n
s co

n
trib

u
te

 to
 p

h
o

sp
h

o
ru

s p
o

llu
tio

n
, w

h
ich

 sp
u

rs a
lg

a
e

 g
ro

w
th

.

W
h

itm
e

r p
itch

e
d

 a
n

 id
e

a
 to

 th
e

 G
u

ll C
h

a
in

 o
f L

a
k

e
s A

sso
cia

tio
n

 to
 se

n
d

 a
 sh

o
rt

su
rv

e
y
 to

 its m
e

m
b

e
rs, th

e
n

 h
a

v
e

 v
o

lu
n

te
e

rs v
isit th

e
ir p

ro
p

e
rtie

s. If th
e

y
 p

a
ss

—
 o

r a
fte

r th
e

 o
w

n
e

rs re
sto

re
 th

e
 sh

o
re

lin
e

 to
 a

 n
a

tu
ra

l sta
te

 —
 th

e
y
 re

ce
iv

e
 a

sig
n

 to
 p

o
st o

n
 th

e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

e
ir d

o
ck

 in
d

ica
tin

g
 th

e
y

’re
 a

 la
k

e
 ste

w
a

rd
. 

“W
h

e
n

 th
e

y
 g

e
t th

e
 la

k
e

 ste
w

a
rd

 a
w

a
rd

, th
e

y
 k

n
o

w
 th

e
y

're
 d

o
in

g
 th

e
 rig

h
t

th
in

g
, a

n
d

 th
e

y
're

 in
cre

d
ib

ly
 p

ro
u

d
 a

n
d

 g
ra

te
fu

l,” W
h

itm
e

r sa
id

. “T
h

e
n

 th
e

ir

sig
n

 g
o

e
s u

p
, a

n
d

 th
e

y
 in

fl
u

e
n

ce
 o

th
e

rs, e
sp

e
cia

lly
 in

 th
e

ir n
e

ig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

.”

N
o

w
 in

 its six
th

 y
e

a
r, th

e
 M

in
n

e
so

ta
 L

a
k

e
 S

te
w

a
rd

 P
ro

g
ra

m
 h

a
s 1

0
2

 m
e

m
b

e
rs

o
n

 th
e

 G
u

ll ch
a

in
, a

n
d

 re
ce

n
tly

 re
a

ch
e

d
 a

 m
ile

sto
n

e
: 1

5
 p

e
rce

n
t o

f th
e

 6
5

0

p
ro

p
e

rty
 o

w
n

e
rs th

e
y
 co

n
ta

cte
d

 v
ia

 e
m

a
il h

a
v
e

 jo
in

e
d

.

“W
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t th

a
t 1

5
 p

e
rce

n
t is a

 n
u

m
b

e
r w

h
e

re
, if y

o
u

 ju
st g

e
t to

 th
a

t le
v
e

l,

it'll ju
m

p
 o

ff
 a

n
d

 k
in

d
 o

f g
o

 v
ira

l,” W
h

itm
e

r sa
id

. “A
n

d
 y

o
u

'll g
e

t m
a

n
y
 m

o
re

la
k

e
 ste

w
a

rd
s a

fte
r th

a
t.”

T
h

e
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 h
a

s sp
re

a
d

 to
 d

o
ze

n
s m

o
re

 la
k

e
s a

cro
ss M

in
n

e
so

ta
. S

u
p

p
o

rte
rs

v
ie

w
 it a

s p
a

rt o
f a

 stra
te

g
y
 to

 h
e

lp
 ch

a
n

g
e

 so
cie

ta
l n

o
rm

s a
n

d
 e

x
p

e
cta

tio
n

s

a
ro

u
n

d
 la

k
e

sh
o

re
 d

e
v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t, a

n
d

 h
e

lp
 slo

w
 th

e
 lo

ss o
f n

a
tu

ra
l sh

o
re

lin
e

th
a

t p
ro

te
cts la

k
e

s fro
m

 p
o

llu
tio

n
.

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

5/15
74

https://www.gcola.org/lake-steward-program


P
la

n
ts g

ro
w

 o
n

 th
e

 G
u

ll L
a

k
e

 sh
o

re
lin

e
 o

n
 D

o
ro

th
y
 W

h
itm

e
r’s p

ro
p

e
rty

 in
 E

a
st G

u
ll L

a
k

e
, M

in
n

., o
n

 Ju
n

e
3

.
B

e
n

 H
o

v
la

n
d

 |
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

“W
h

a
t th

a
t d

o
e

s is it sig
n

a
ls to

 o
th

e
r p

e
o

p
le

 th
a

t th
e

re
's a

 th
o

u
g

h
t b

e
h

in
d

 th
e

w
a

y
 th

e
 p

ro
p

e
rty

 is b
e

in
g

 m
a

n
a

g
e

d
 o

n
 th

e
 la

k
e

, th
a

t th
e

re
's co

n
sid

e
ra

tio
n

b
e

in
g

 ta
k

e
n

 fo
r th

e
 w

a
te

r q
u

a
lity,” sa

id
 Je

ff
 F

o
re

ste
r, e

x
e

cu
tiv

e
 d

ire
cto

r o
f

M
in

n
e

so
ta

 L
a

k
e

s a
n

d
 R

iv
e

rs A
d

v
o

ca
te

s, a
 n

o
n

p
ro

fi
t th

a
t re

p
re

se
n

ts la
k

e

a
sso

cia
tio

n
s a

n
d

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 o

w
n

e
rs. It’s h

e
lp

e
d

 e
x

p
a

n
d

 th
e

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 to

 3
9

 la
k

e

a
sso

cia
tio

n
s a

cro
ss th

e
 sta

te
.

A
fte

r o
n

e
 sig

n
 g

o
e

s u
p

 o
n

 a
 la

k
e

, it’s o
fte

n
 fo

llo
w

e
d

 b
y
 m

o
re

 a
s o

th
e

r

re
sid

e
n

ts ta
k

e
 n

o
tice

, F
o

re
ste

r sa
id

. “T
h

e
n

 th
e

re
’ll b

e
 a

 clu
ste

r o
f fi

v
e

 o
r six

 o
r

se
v
e

n
, a

s o
n

e
 n

e
ig

h
b

o
r sta

rts a
sk

in
g

, ‘W
h

a
t’s th

a
t?’”

T
h

e
 sig

n
s a

lso
 a

re
 a

 w
a

y
 to

 in
d

ica
te

 th
a

t th
e

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 o

w
n

e
r isn

’t ju
st

b
e

in
g

 la
zy

 a
n

d
 a

v
o

id
in

g
 m

o
w

in
g

 —
 th

a
t th

e
re

’s a
 p

u
rp

o
se

 fo
r le

a
v
in

g
 th

e

sh
o

re
lin

e
 n

a
tu

ra
l.

N
a

tiv
e

 p
la

n
ts h

a
v
e

 m
u

ch
 d

e
e

p
e

r ro
o

ts th
a

n
 m

o
st ty

p
ica

l la
w

n
 g

ra
ss, so

 th
e

y

h
e

lp
 sta

b
ilize

 th
e

 la
k

e
sh

o
re

 a
n

d
 p

re
v
e

n
t e

ro
sio

n
. A

fte
r a

 ra
in

fa
ll, th

e
y
 a

lso

a
b

so
rb

 w
a

te
r ru

n
n

in
g

 o
ff

 th
e

 la
w

n
, h

e
lp

in
g

 k
e

e
p

 n
u

trie
n

ts lik
e

 p
h

o
sp

h
o

ru
s

o
u

t o
f th

e
 la

k
e

 w
h

e
re

 th
e

y
 ca

n
 ca

u
se

 a
lg

a
e

 b
lo

o
m

s.
O

N
 A

IR
1

A
 W

IT
H

 JE
N

N
 W

H
IT

E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

6/15
75



W
h

ile
 m

a
n

y
 la

k
e

 re
sid

e
n

ts b
e

lie
v
e

 th
e

ir p
ro

p
e

rty
 sh

o
u

ld
 lo

o
k

 “n
e

a
t a

n
d

 tid
y,”

g
iv

in
g

 u
p

 th
e

 stre
ss o

f h
a

v
in

g
 to

 m
e

ticu
lo

u
sly

 m
o

w
 a

n
d

 m
a

in
ta

in
 p

e
rfe

ct

la
w

n
s le

ts p
e

o
p

le
 e

n
jo

y
 th

e
ir p

ro
p

e
rty

 e
v
e

n
 m

o
re

, W
h

itm
e

r sa
id

.

“W
h

e
n

 y
o

u
 le

t th
in

g
s g

ro
w

, y
o

u
 d

o
n

't re
a

lly
 m

iss it a
n

y
m

o
re

,” sh
e

 a
d

d
e

d
. “T

h
a

t

n
e

a
t a

n
d

 tid
y
 —

 th
a

t w
a

s ju
st a

 lo
t o

f w
o

rk
. W

h
e

n
 y

o
u

're
 n

e
a

t a
n

d
 tid

y, a
n

y

little
 e

le
v
a

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 g

ra
ss, y

o
u

 w
a

n
t to

 ru
n

 o
u

t a
n

d
 fi

x
 it. S

o
 th

is re
lie

v
e

s y
o

u

o
f a

ll th
a

t w
o

rry, a
n

d
 y

o
u

 ca
n

 ju
st e

n
jo

y
 w

h
a

t y
o

u
 h

a
v
e

.”

H
o

w
 re

sto
rin

g
 n

a
tu

ra
l sh

o
re

lin
e

s im
p

ro
v

e
s la

k
e

 h
e

a
lth

K
e

e
p

in
g

 o
r re

p
la

cin
g

 n
a

tiv
e

 v
e

g
e

ta
tio

n
 slo

w
s ru

n
o

ff
, fi

lte
rs n

u
trie

n
ts a

n
d

 b
e

n
e

fi
ts w

ild
life

.

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

7/15
76



1 1
 o

f 
 o

f 3 3

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

8/15
77



G
o

in
g

 ‘w
ild

 a
n

d
 fre

e
’ to

 cu
rb

 p
o

llu
tio

n

A
cro

ss M
in

n
e

so
ta

, th
e

 tre
n

d
 o

f la
k

e
sh

o
re

 d
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t in

 th
e

 p
a

st fe
w

d
e

ca
d

e
s h

a
s b

e
e

n
 la

rg
e

r h
o

m
e

s w
ith

 m
o

re
 d

riv
e

w
a

y
s, p

a
tio

s a
n

d
 m

a
n

icu
re

d

la
w

n
s. M

o
re

 h
a

rd
 su

rfa
ce

s a
n

d
 th

e
 lo

ss o
f n

a
tu

ra
l sh

o
re

lin
e

 co
n

trib
u

te
 to

e
ro

sio
n

 a
n

d
 n

u
trie

n
t p

o
llu

tio
n

 in
 la

k
e

s.

G
u

ll L
a

k
e

 still h
a

s re
la

tiv
e

ly
 g

o
o

d
 w

a
te

r q
u

a
lity. T

h
e

 M
in

n
e

so
ta

 D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t o

f

N
a

tu
ra

l R
e

so
u

rce
s g

ra
d

e
s it a

 B
 fo

r la
k

e
 h

e
a

lth
. B

u
t th

e
 p

h
o

sp
h

o
ru

s le
v
e

l is

h
ig

h
e

r th
a

n
 it w

a
s p

re
-d

e
v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t, W

h
itm

e
r sa

id
.

“S
o

 w
e

’re
 m

o
v
in

g
 in

 th
e

 w
ro

n
g

 d
ire

ctio
n

,” sh
e

 sa
id

. “T
h

a
t’s w

h
y
 I th

in
k

 if w
e

co
u

ld
 g

e
t p

e
o

p
le

 to
 p

la
n

t a
n

d
 b

e
co

m
e

 la
k

e
 ste

w
a

rd
s, w

e
 ca

n
 m

a
k

e
 th

e
 w

a
te

r

q
u

a
lity

 su
sta

in
a

b
le

.”

L
a

k
e

 S
te

w
a

rd
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 co
-ch

a
ir a

n
d

 n
a

tu
ra

list K
ris D

rie
sse

n
, 6

9
, h

a
s b

e
e

n
 a

G
u

ll L
a

k
e

 re
sid

e
n

t sin
ce

 th
e

 1
9

6
0

s, w
h

e
n

 sm
a

ll ca
b

in
s a

n
d

 p
in

e
 tre

e
s rin

g
e

d

th
e

 la
k

e
.

B
A

D
: T

h
is la

k
e

sh
o

re
 p

ro
p

e
rty

 h
a

s n
o

 tre
e

s o
r n

a
tiv

e
 v

e
g

e
ta

tio
n

 to
 a

b
so

rb
 ru

n
o

ff
 fro

m
 th

e
h

o
u

se
 a

n
d

 la
w

n
. R

a
in

 w
a

te
r ru

n
s d

ire
ctly

 in
to

 th
e

 la
k

e
, ca

rry
in

g
 se

d
im

e
n

t a
n

d
 n

u
trie

n
ts

lik
e

 p
h

o
sp

h
o

ru
s. T

h
e

 m
o

w
e

d
 la

w
n

 a
n

d
 ro

ck
s p

ro
v
id

e
 n

o
 w

ild
life

 h
a

b
ita

t.
Illu

stra
tio

n
 b

y
 Je

n
n

ife
r L

u
 |

 A
P

M
 R

e
p

o
rts

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

9/15
78



D
o

ck
s lin

e
 a

 d
e

v
e

lo
p

e
d

 se
ctio

n
 o

f G
u

ll L
a

k
e

 in
 th

e
 to

w
n

 o
f E

a
st G

u
ll L

a
k

e
 o

n
 Ju

n
e

3
. 

B
e

n
 H

o
v
la

n
d

 |
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

M
o

re
 re

ce
n

tly, m
a

n
y
 h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs h

a
v
e

 in
sta

lle
d

 ro
ck

 b
o

u
ld

e
rs a

lo
n

g
 th

e

sh
o

re
, w

h
ich

 lo
o

k
 n

e
a

t b
u

t d
o

n
’t fi

lte
r n

u
trie

n
ts a

n
d

 a
ctu

a
lly

 ca
n

 m
a

k
e

 th
in

g
s

w
o

rse
, sh

e
 sa

id
.

“It a
cts lik

e
 a

 b
u

lld
o

ze
r w

ith
 ice

 h
e

a
v
e

s,” D
rie

sse
n

 sa
id

. “It p
u

sh
e

s it u
p

 fu
rth

e
r,

a
n

d
 th

e
re

’s m
o

re
 ru

n
o

ff
.”

R
ip

ra
p

 a
lso

 te
n

d
s to

 b
e

 m
o

re
 e

x
p

e
n

siv
e

 to
 in

sta
ll th

a
n

 n
a

tu
ra

l v
e

g
e

ta
tio

n
 a

n
d

still re
q

u
ire

s m
a

in
te

n
a

n
ce

, a
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e

 D
N

R
.

D
rie

sse
n

 h
e

lp
s e

d
u

ca
te

 p
e

o
p

le
 a

b
o

u
t u

sin
g

 d
e

e
p

-ro
o

te
d

 n
a

tiv
e

 p
la

n
ts to

 h
e

lp

h
o

ld
 th

e
 so

il in
 p

la
ce

, slo
w

 ru
n

o
ff

 a
n

d
 k

e
e

p
 p

h
o

sp
h

o
ru

s a
n

d
 o

th
e

r n
u

trie
n

ts

fro
m

 p
o

llu
tin

g
 th

e
 la

k
e

.

S
h

e
 sp

e
cu

la
te

s th
a

t n
e

w
 re

sid
e

n
ts m

ig
h

t n
o

t k
n

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t n
a

tu
ra

l a
lte

rn
a

tiv
e

s

to
 rip

ra
p

, w
h

ich
 is o

fte
n

 p
ro

m
o

te
d

 b
y
 la

n
d

sca
p

e
 co

n
tra

cto
rs.

“It's o
fte

n
 p

riv
a

te
 co

m
p

a
n

ie
s, a

n
d

 th
a

t's b
e

e
n

 th
e

ir w
a

y
 o

f fi
x

in
g

 th
in

g
s fo

r a

lo
n

g
 tim

e
,” D

rie
sse

n
 sa

id
.

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

10/15
79



L
a

k
e

 S
te

w
a

rd
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 co
-fo

u
n

d
e

r K
ris D

rie
sse

n
 sta

n
d

s in
 a

 se
ctio

n
 o

f n
a

tu
ra

l sh
o

re
lin

e
 in

 E
a

st G
u

ll
L

a
k

e
.

B
e

n
 H

o
v
la

n
d

 |
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

L
a

n
d

sca
p

e
 co

n
tra

cto
rs w

h
o

 sp
e

cia
lize

 in
 re

sto
rin

g
 n

a
tu

ra
l la

k
e

sh
o

re
s

so
m

e
tim

e
s n

e
e

d
 to

 o
v
e

rco
m

e
 clie

n
ts’ sk

e
p

ticism
 o

r fe
a

rs a
b

o
u

t lo
sin

g
 th

e
ir

la
k

e
 a

cce
ss o

r v
ie

w
.

“S
o

m
e

tim
e

s it's a
ll a

b
o

u
t e

d
u

ca
tio

n
, le

ttin
g

 th
e

m
 k

n
o

w
 th

a
t th

e
re

 a
re

 o
th

e
r

o
p

tio
n

s, o
th

e
r to

o
ls in

 th
e

 to
o

lb
o

x
” b

e
sid

e
s rip

ra
p

, th
e

 so
lu

tio
n

 th
a

t o
fte

n

co
m

e
s to

 m
in

d
, sa

id
 B

ra
d

 V
ie

rk
a

n
t, d

ire
cto

r o
f e

co
lo

g
ica

l p
ro

je
cts fo

r S
a

u
k

R
a

p
id

s-b
a

se
d

 N
a

tu
ra

l R
e

so
u

rce
 S

e
rv

ice
s.

W
h

ile
 in

 so
m

e
 ca

se
s ro

ck
s m

ig
h

t b
e

 th
e

 b
e

st m
e

th
o

d
 to

 re
p

a
ir a

n
 e

ro
d

in
g

sh
o

re
, V

ie
rk

a
n

t p
re

fe
rs m

o
re

 n
a

tu
ra

l so
lu

tio
n

s, su
ch

 a
s u

sin
g

 lo
g

s m
a

d
e

 o
f

co
co

n
u

t fi
b

e
r o

r o
th

e
r b

io
d

e
g

ra
d

a
b

le
 m

a
te

ria
l a

n
d

 p
la

n
tin

g
 n

a
tiv

e
 p

la
n

ts to

h
o

ld
 th

e
 so

il in
 p

la
ce

.

W
ith

 D
rie

sse
n

’s g
u

id
a

n
ce

, W
h

itm
e

r h
a

s tra
n

sfo
rm

e
d

 h
e

r G
u

ll L
a

k
e

 p
ro

p
e

rty.

M
o

w
e

d
 la

w
n

 h
a

s b
e

e
n

 re
p

la
ce

d
 b

y
 th

ick
 n

a
tiv

e
 p

la
n

ts a
n

d
 co

lo
rfu

l w
ild

fl
o

w
e

rs

th
a

t a
ttra

ct b
e

e
s a

n
d

 b
u

tte
rfl

ie
s.

“It's m
u

ch
 m

o
re

 b
e

a
u

tifu
l th

a
n

 it e
v
e

r w
a

s, a
n

d
 th

e
re

's m
o

re
 w

ild
life

,” W
h

itm
e

r

sa
id

. “T
h

is m
o

rn
in

g
, I to

o
k

 a
 v

id
e

o
 o

f a
 fa

w
n

 n
u

rsin
g

 o
n

 m
y
 p

ro
p

e
rty

 a
t se

v
e

n

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

11/15
80



P
ro

g
ra

m
 S

ch
e

d
u

le
S

ta
tio

n
 D

ire
cto

ry

in
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g

. It w
a

s ju
st u

n
b

e
lie

v
a

b
le

. It’s b
ro

u
g

h
t m

e
 so

 m
u

ch
 h

a
p

p
in

e
ss.”

A
n

d
 sh

e
’s sh

ifte
d

 h
e

r th
in

k
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t w

h
a

t a
 la

k
e

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 sh

o
u

ld
 lo

o
k

 lik
e

.

N
e

a
t a

n
d

 tid
y
 is O

K
 —

 in
sid

e
 th

e
 h

o
u

se
, W

h
itm

e
r sa

id
. “T

h
e

n
, w

h
e

n
 y

o
u

 g
o

o
u

tsid
e

, b
e

 w
ild

 a
n

d
 fre

e
.”

Fu
n

d
in

g
 fo

r th
is series is p

ro
vid

ed
 in

 p
a

rt b
y th

e Fo
u

r C
ed

a
rs E

n
viro

n
m

en
ta

l Fu
n

d

o
f th

e D
u

lu
th

 S
u

p
erio

r A
rea

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ity Fo
u

n
d

a
tio

n
.

O
n

 C
ro

ss L
a

k
e

, lo
o

n
s m

a
k

e
 th

e
 ca

se
 fo

r p
ro

te
ctin

g
 w

ild
 sh

o
re

s
◥

1
0

 k
e

y
 d

a
ta

 p
o

in
ts a

n
d

 g
ra

p
h

s a
b

o
u

t lo
ss o

f sh
o

re
lin

e
 o

n
 M

in
n

e
so

ta
’s la

k
e

s
◥

In
 N

W
 W

isco
n

sin
, a

 co
u

n
ty

 fi
n

d
s p

a
y
in

g
 h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs to

 k
e

e
p

 sh
o

re
lin

e
s n

a
tu

ra
l p

a
y
s o

ff
◥

N
e

w
s y

o
u

 ca
n

 u
se

 in
 y

o
u

r in
b

o
x

E
n

te
r y

o
u

r e
m

a
il

S
U

B
S

C
R

IB
E

Te
rm

s

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:35 AM
‘Q

uit m
ow

ing’: Turning M
innesota lake hom

eow
ners into shoreline stew

ards, one law
n at a tim

e | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/15/turning-m
innesota-lake-hom

eow
ners-into-shoreline-stew

ards-quit-m
ow

ing-law
ns

12/15
81

https://www.mprnews.org/schedule
https://www.mpr.org/listen/stations
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu7ApWJ97PQbxEhNRMv-djR6SCdFidBneO5thcrqF8_cn_GD_GkUQ9pte6yXps-X7JN9OtzsVyehOpwmrJc2DfzM8QDwgcjOu9pSvAmORVsp2HBP13p7mJErSf__7NYDIUeMauGxq2KEcj9OuFzIM3MgyLquxFYzIw8jvENQerXbqKfkgIO4l5aTal9ZDcq2o3CWJi7aXBWz2t5ORAzO5c6hjQ3OloaTFZKlocXBJb2LXBRn1bd3Bb8_fxyAy7Eb6cuKosveAaiVUoNa-pw0BFEa99-4U5z7SUhSCpzRb0QpSJtplrTgKuR3NkTdWEdMSEiK0BptiXmRs7wXQ5Me8WEyIl64jdhYbJ9IFYzjVUqv2lo2kjC8rw&sai=AMfl-YQeYOfAEbld8Pczr9sr6wbpkk2C1QqZ73b_VFVuQIzQ3ptVEDAWun4EzZAUdcLFWVL6IDZX1E2Kkec-1jIZl7wRuuV_5TA7wMVQP2RHL02hYOqhfquu0n1mhflZ0pE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEV60qzhQk99&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1196805
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu7ApWJ97PQbxEhNRMv-djR6SCdFidBneO5thcrqF8_cn_GD_GkUQ9pte6yXps-X7JN9OtzsVyehOpwmrJc2DfzM8QDwgcjOu9pSvAmORVsp2HBP13p7mJErSf__7NYDIUeMauGxq2KEcj9OuFzIM3MgyLquxFYzIw8jvENQerXbqKfkgIO4l5aTal9ZDcq2o3CWJi7aXBWz2t5ORAzO5c6hjQ3OloaTFZKlocXBJb2LXBRn1bd3Bb8_fxyAy7Eb6cuKosveAaiVUoNa-pw0BFEa99-4U5z7SUhSCpzRb0QpSJtplrTgKuR3NkTdWEdMSEiK0BptiXmRs7wXQ5Me8WEyIl64jdhYbJ9IFYzjVUqv2lo2kjC8rw&sai=AMfl-YQeYOfAEbld8Pczr9sr6wbpkk2C1QqZ73b_VFVuQIzQ3ptVEDAWun4EzZAUdcLFWVL6IDZX1E2Kkec-1jIZl7wRuuV_5TA7wMVQP2RHL02hYOqhfquu0n1mhflZ0pE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEV60qzhQk99&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1196805
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/08/19/in-crosslake-loons-are-hook-for-sharing-message-about-protecting-shorelines
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/08/16/take-a-deep-dive-into-lakeshore-data
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2024/08/16/paying-homeowners-to-keep-shorelines-natural-pays-off-wisconsin-minnesota
https://www.americanpublicmedia.org/terms


M
e

n
u

S
e

a
rc

h
S

ig
n

 in
S

ig
n

 u
p

T
ro

u
b

le
 b

y
 th

e
 w

a
te

r: M
in

n
e

so
ta

's v
a

n
ish

in
g

 n
a

tu
ra

l la
k

e
sh

o
re

s

K
irsti M

a
ro

h
n

·
W

e
b

ste
r, W

is.
·

A
u

g
u

st 1
6

, 2
0

2
4

 4
:0

0
 A

M

In
 N

W
 W

isco
n

sin
, a

 co
u

n
ty

 fi
n

d
s p

a
y

in
g

h
o

m
e

o
w

n
e

rs to
 k

e
e

p
 sh

o
re

lin
e

s n
a

tu
ra

l p
a

y
s o

ff

P
u

rp
le

 p
ick

e
re

l ru
sh

 lin
e

s th
e

 sh
o

re
lin

e
 a

lo
n

g
 W

a
rm

e
r L

a
k

e
 in

 B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty, W
is., o

n
 Ju

ly
 3

.
B

e
n

 H
o

v
la

n
d

|
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

L
iste

n
In

 N
W

 W
isco

n
sin

, a
 co

u
n

ty
 fi

n
d

s p
a

y
in

g
 h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs to

 k
e

e
p

 sh
o

re
lin

e
s n

a
tu

ra
l p

a
y
s o

ff

S
a

v
e

S
H

A
R

E

◢

N
e

w
sle

tte
rs

♡
D

O
N

A
T

E
 N

O
W

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:36 AM
In N

W
 W

isconsin, a county finds paying hom
eow

ners to keep shorelines natural pays off | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/16/paying-hom
eow

ners-to-keep-shorelines-natural-pays-off-w
isconsin-m

innesota
1/11

82

https://www.mprnews.org/search
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuC0Mg9W5xJqw3wPifn7AUaVdjFs58dn9t1g1Z_rrnSO3aX79QTw9eW9707u9-T4cKxDzwFwhcXGxCu008CTGv1Lr0bI1I-AR8g5H6p35jW3IUHsL25EVXW3t7EhQff47XOqj7MCYQdpa0I24rGQDX68Ky-Ge9ZnYjd-SwmBNSS4S06GQ_U3mKoiJ1Fxg02pf2TwJD6fVrDB3GnnSjgzWpNFesoTrJ2e5_dBC8qxVSLwo0h8XjAAzqjbRm-Inh-0x2-9jJrsduqu05TnN2_uyfZFY44pzg9wu8onjou1dXAAXP14WfChrBvKEnH8NZrHyMfE9yvj7be-PebgCtfb_LrEwE_lfKmGTRgbimMoKvhlDpvfNHSwIM&sai=AMfl-YQSqU9c2daw2Hl5zx2101MzXKeaGw1um-VDzmHcxeCOfZ1IGT7abeN2Q8YwaV6upd7EdDywnD8VwDcr3jYB0o_LDEkBisv_2_GCJvF29kclIskGTQbNoDziGgj1-Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMNHGr50dscx&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1196805
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuC0Mg9W5xJqw3wPifn7AUaVdjFs58dn9t1g1Z_rrnSO3aX79QTw9eW9707u9-T4cKxDzwFwhcXGxCu008CTGv1Lr0bI1I-AR8g5H6p35jW3IUHsL25EVXW3t7EhQff47XOqj7MCYQdpa0I24rGQDX68Ky-Ge9ZnYjd-SwmBNSS4S06GQ_U3mKoiJ1Fxg02pf2TwJD6fVrDB3GnnSjgzWpNFesoTrJ2e5_dBC8qxVSLwo0h8XjAAzqjbRm-Inh-0x2-9jJrsduqu05TnN2_uyfZFY44pzg9wu8onjou1dXAAXP14WfChrBvKEnH8NZrHyMfE9yvj7be-PebgCtfb_LrEwE_lfKmGTRgbimMoKvhlDpvfNHSwIM&sai=AMfl-YQSqU9c2daw2Hl5zx2101MzXKeaGw1um-VDzmHcxeCOfZ1IGT7abeN2Q8YwaV6upd7EdDywnD8VwDcr3jYB0o_LDEkBisv_2_GCJvF29kclIskGTQbNoDziGgj1-Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMNHGr50dscx&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1196805
https://www.mprnews.org/environment/trouble-by-the-water
https://www.mprnews.org/people/kirsti-marohn
https://www.mprnews.org/
https://www.mprnews.org/newsletters
https://support.mpr.org/news-web


Q
U

IC
K

R
E

A
D

L
o

sin
g

 n
a

tu
ra

l sh
o

re
lin

e
s to

 d
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t is a

 m
a

jo
r e

n
v

iro
n

m
e

n
ta

l p
ro

b
le

m
. In

B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
, W

is., o
cia

ls fo
u

n
d

 su
cce

ss p
a

y
in

g
 ca

sh
 to

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 o

w
n

e
rs to

 k
e

e
p

sh
o

re
lin

e
s p

ristin
e

. O
n

e
 T

w
in

 C
itie

s w
a

te
rsh

e
d

 h
a

s ta
k

e
n

 n
o

tice
.

M
ik

e
 a

n
d

 S
a

lly
 K

in
d

e
ll b

o
u

g
h

t a
 h

o
m

e
 six

 y
e

a
rs a

g
o

 o
n

 W
a

rn
e

r L
a

k
e

 in
 B

u
rn

e
tt

C
o

u
n

ty, lu
re

d
 la

rg
e

ly
 b

y
 th

e
 la

k
e

’s cle
a

n
, cle

a
r w

a
te

r.

It d
o

e
sn

’t su
ff

e
r th

e
 la

te
-su

m
m

e
r a

lg
a

e
 b

lo
o

m
s th

a
t tu

rn
 th

e
 w

a
te

r g
re

e
n

 a
n

d

slim
y
 o

n
 la

k
e

s a
cro

ss W
isco

n
sin

 a
n

d
 M

in
n

e
so

ta
. O

n
e

 b
ig

 re
a

so
n

 w
h

y
: It still

b
o

a
sts p

le
n

ty
 o

f u
n

d
e

v
e

lo
p

e
d

, w
o

o
d

e
d

 la
k

e
sh

o
re

 th
a

t h
e

lp
s fi

lte
r ru

n
o

ff
 a

n
d

n
u

trie
n

t p
o

llu
tio

n
.

“T
h

e
 la

k
e

 is re
a

lly
 w

h
a

t w
a

s a
p

p
e

a
lin

g
 to

 u
s,” S

a
lly

 K
in

d
e

ll sa
id

. “W
e

 ce
rta

in
ly

d
id

 re
se

a
rch

 th
e

 q
u

a
lity

 o
f th

e
 w

a
te

r, a
n

d
 th

a
t w

a
s re

a
lly

 im
p

o
rta

n
t to

 u
s.”

W
h

ile
 p

ro
te

ctin
g

 th
e

 la
k

e
 a

lig
n

s w
ith

 th
e

ir v
a

lu
e

s, th
e

 K
in

d
e

lls h
a

v
e

 a
n

o
th

e
r

re
a

so
n

 fo
r k

e
e

p
in

g
 th

e
ir p

ro
p

e
rty

 d
e

lib
e

ra
te

ly
 n

a
tu

ra
l. T

h
e

y
’re

 p
a

rt o
f a

p
ro

g
ra

m
 in

 B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
 th

a
t p

a
y
s h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs to

 p
ro

te
ct th

e
ir la

k
e

sh
o

re
,

th
e

 o
n

ly
 o

n
e

 o
f its k

in
d

 in
 W

isco
n

sin
.

S
u

p
p

o
rt lo

ca
l n

e
w

s

W
h

e
n

 b
re

a
k

in
g

 n
e

w
s h

a
p

p
e

n
s, M

P
R

 N
e

w
s p

ro
v
id

e
s th

e

co
n

te
x

t y
o

u
 n

e
e

d
. H

e
lp

 u
s m

e
e

t th
e

 sig
n

ifi
ca

n
t d

e
m

a
n

d
s o

f

th
e

se
 n

e
w

sg
a

th
e

rin
g

 e
ff

o
rts.

♡
D

O
N

A
T

E
 N

O
W

L
a

n
d

o
w

n
e

rs w
h

o
 e

n
ro

ll in
 th

e
 sh

o
re

lin
e

 in
ce

n
tiv

e
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 a
g

re
e

 to
 fo

llo
w

 th
e

co
u

n
ty

’s la
k

e
sh

o
re

 zo
n

in
g

 ru
le

s. If th
e

ir p
ro

p
e

rty
 d

o
e

sn
’t m

e
e

t th
e

 ru
le

s,

th
e

y
’re

 re
q

u
ire

d
 to

 re
sto

re
 it.

In
 e

x
ch

a
n

g
e

 fo
r e

n
ro

llin
g

, la
n

d
o

w
n

e
rs g

e
t a

n
 in

itia
l p

a
y
m

e
n

t o
f $

2
5

0
, p

lu
s a

$
5

0
 ch

e
ck

 e
v
e

ry
 y

e
a

r. T
h

e
 co

u
n

ty
 a

lso
 w

ill p
a

y
 u

p
 to

 7
0

 p
e

rce
n

t o
f th

e
 co

st o
f

re
sto

rin
g

 a
 sh

o
re

lin
e

 w
ith

 n
a

tiv
e

 p
la

n
ts.

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:36 AM
In N

W
 W

isconsin, a county finds paying hom
eow

ners to keep shorelines natural pays off | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/16/paying-hom
eow

ners-to-keep-shorelines-natural-pays-off-w
isconsin-m

innesota
2/11

83

https://support.mpr.org/mprnews-instory


S
a

lly
 a

n
d

 M
ik

e
 K

in
d

e
ll a

re
 e

n
ro

lle
d

 in
 B

u
rn

e
tt C

o
u

n
ty

’s S
h

o
re

lin
e

 In
ce

n
tiv

e
 P

ro
g

ra
m

, p
ictu

re
d

 o
n

 th
e

ir W
a

rn
e

r
L

a
k

e
 p

ro
p

e
rty

 in
 B

u
rn

e
tt C

o
u

n
ty, W

is., o
n

 Ju
ly

 3
.

B
e

n
 H

o
v
la

n
d

 |
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

W
h

ile
 th

e
 p

a
y
m

e
n

ts a
re

 re
la

tiv
e

ly
 m

o
d

e
st —

 B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
 p

u
ts th

e
 to

ta
l

a
n

n
u

a
l co

st a
t $

3
5

,0
0

0
 to

 $
4

0
,0

0
0

 a
 y

e
a

r —
 o

ffi
cia

ls sa
y
 th

e
 in

ce
n

tiv
e

 h
a

s

p
re

se
rv

e
d

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 5
0

 m
ile

s o
f sh

o
re

lin
e

 a
n

d
 h

e
lp

e
d

 cu
ltiv

a
te

 a
 cu

ltu
re

 o
f

ste
w

a
rd

sh
ip

, b
y
 e

n
g

a
g

in
g

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 o

w
n

e
rs to

 ca
re

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

ir la
k

e
’s h

e
a

lth
.

“I w
o

u
ld

 ju
st sa

y
 it's ju

st a
s m

u
ch

 a
n

 e
d

u
ca

tio
n

a
l to

o
l a

s it is a
 re

w
a

rd
 to

o
l,”

sa
id

 B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
 co

n
se

rv
a

tio
n

ist D
a

v
e

 F
e

rris, w
h

o
 h

e
lp

e
d

 cre
a

te
 th

e

p
ro

g
ra

m
 in

 2
0

0
0

. “L
u

ck
ily, th

e
 co

u
n

ty
 b

o
a

rd
 h

a
s b

e
e

n
 v

e
ry

 su
p

p
o

rtiv
e

 o
f th

a
t.

It h
e

lp
s a

 lo
t, a

n
d

 so
lv

e
s a

 lo
t o

f p
ro

b
le

m
s d

o
w

n
 th

e
 ro

a
d

.”

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:36 AM
In N

W
 W

isconsin, a county finds paying hom
eow

ners to keep shorelines natural pays off | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/16/paying-hom
eow

ners-to-keep-shorelines-natural-pays-off-w
isconsin-m

innesota
3/11

84



Created w
ith Dataw

rapper

©
 O

penStreetM
ap contributors

L
a

k
e

 a
d

v
o

ca
te

s cite
 th

e
 2

4
-y

e
a

r-o
ld

 B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 a
s a

 m
o

d
e

l th
a

t

co
u

ld
 b

e
 re

p
lica

te
d

 in
 M

in
n

e
so

ta
, w

h
e

re
 n

e
a

rly
 h

a
lf o

f th
e

 sta
te

’s n
a

tu
ra

l

sh
o

re
lin

e
s h

a
v
e

 b
e

e
n

 lo
st to

 su
b

u
rb

a
n

-sty
le

 d
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t. O

v
e

r th
e

 p
a

st fe
w

d
e

ca
d

e
s, p

ro
p

e
rty

 o
w

n
e

rs h
a

v
e

 cle
a

re
d

 tre
e

s, b
u

ilt la
rg

e
r h

o
m

e
s a

n
d

co
n

v
e

rte
d

 n
a

tu
ra

l sh
o

re
lin

e
s to

 m
a

n
icu

re
d

 la
w

n
s o

r ro
ck

 rip
ra

p
.

B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
’s su

cce
ss h

a
s ca

u
g

h
t th

e
 a

tte
n

tio
n

 o
f so

m
e

 in
 th

e
 T

w
in

 C
itie

s

re
g

io
n

. T
h

e
 C

o
m

fo
rt L

a
k

e
-F

o
re

st L
a

k
e

 W
a

te
rsh

e
d

 D
istrict n

o
rth

e
a

st o
f S

t. P
a

u
l

la
u

n
ch

e
d

 a
 p

ilo
t p

ro
g

ra
m

 la
st y

e
a

r th
a

t p
a

y
s p

ro
p

e
rty

 o
w

n
e

rs u
p

 to
 $

3
0

0
 a

y
e

a
r to

 k
e

e
p

 th
e

ir la
k

e
sh

o
re

 n
a

tu
ra

l.

“B
a

sica
lly, it's o

u
r e

ff
o

rt to
 in

ce
n

tiv
ize

 g
o

o
d

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 m

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t th
a

t's

b
e

n
e

fi
cia

l fo
r th

e
 w

a
te

rsh
e

d
, w

h
ile

 a
lso

 re
w

a
rd

in
g

 th
o

se
 w

h
o

 a
re

 a
lre

a
d

y

d
o

in
g

 th
a

t w
o

rk
 fo

r u
s,” sa

id
 A

id
a

n
 R

e
a

d
, la

n
d

 m
a

n
a

g
e

m
e

n
t sp

e
cia

list w
ith

 th
e

w
a

te
rsh

e
d

 d
istrict.

T
h

e
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 is n
o

w
 in

 its fi
rst fu

ll y
e

a
r. L

a
k

e
 a

sso
cia

tio
n

s h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 h
e

lp
in

g

sp
re

a
d

 th
e

 w
o

rd
 a

n
d

 th
e

re
’s b

e
e

n
 a

 lo
t o

f in
te

re
st, R

e
a

d
 sa

id
. “W

e
'v

e
 b

e
e

n

v
e

ry, v
e

ry
 b

u
sy

 th
is y

e
a

r, w
h

ich
 h

a
s b

e
e

n
 g

re
a

t.”

C
h

a
n

g
e

s o
n

 F
o

re
st L

a
k

e

A
e

ria
l im

a
g

e
ry

 sh
o

w
s h

o
w

 d
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t o

n
 F

o
re

st L
a

k
e

 in
 W

a
sh

in
g

to
n

 C
o

u
n

ty
 h

a
s ch

a
n

g
e

d

o
v
e

r th
e

 d
e

ca
d

e
s.

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:36 AM
In N

W
 W

isconsin, a county finds paying hom
eow

ners to keep shorelines natural pays off | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/16/paying-hom
eow

ners-to-keep-shorelines-natural-pays-off-w
isconsin-m

innesota
4/11

85

https://www.datawrapper.de/_/DBmdg
https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright


1945

‘R
e

w
a

rd
 p

e
o

p
le

 fo
r d

o
in

g
 th

e
 rig

h
t th

in
g

’

B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
 d

o
e

sn
’t h

a
v
e

 a
n

y
 la

rg
e

 citie
s, a

n
d

 m
u

ch
 o

f its la
n

d
 is still

fo
re

ste
d

. B
u

t d
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t is in

cre
a

sin
g

, a
n

d
 it’s p

u
ttin

g
 p

re
ssu

re
 o

n

th
e

 la
k

e
s. 

Its lo
ca

tio
n

 a
b

o
u

t a
 tw

o
-h

o
u

r d
riv

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 T

w
in

 C
itie

s m
a

k
e

s it p
o

p
u

la
r fo

r

se
a

so
n

a
l re

sid
e

n
ts. Its p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

 ju
m

p
s fro

m
 a

b
o

u
t 1

5
,0

0
0

 in
 th

e
 w

in
te

r to

7
5

,0
0

0
 in

 th
e

 su
m

m
e

r, sa
id

 E
m

ily
 M

o
o

re
, co

u
n

ty
 w

a
te

r re
so

u
rce

s sp
e

cia
list.

A
lo

n
g

 w
ith

 clim
a

te
 ch

a
n

g
e

, it’s a
ff

e
ctin

g
 la

k
e

 h
e

a
lth

, sh
e

 sa
id

.

“W
e

 d
o

 h
a

v
e

 so
m

e
 la

k
e

s in
 th

e
 co

u
n

ty, e
v
e

n
 w

ith
 g

o
o

d
 w

a
te

r cla
rity, th

a
t w

e

a
re

 se
e

in
g

 a
lg

a
e

 b
lo

o
m

s ju
st b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f th

e
 e

n
v
iro

n
m

e
n

t —
 h

o
w

 it's

ch
a

n
g

in
g

, th
e

 w
a

te
r is w

a
rm

in
g

 u
p

,” M
o

o
re

 sa
id

. “C
o

n
sta

n
t p

re
ssu

re
 o

f p
e

o
p

le

o
n

 th
e

 la
k

e
 ca

u
se

s th
a

t, to
o

.”

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:36 AM
In N

W
 W

isconsin, a county finds paying hom
eow

ners to keep shorelines natural pays off | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/16/paying-hom
eow

ners-to-keep-shorelines-natural-pays-off-w
isconsin-m

innesota
5/11

86



A
b

o
u

t 8
0

0
 o

f B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
’s la

k
e

 p
ro

p
e

rtie
s —

 ro
u

g
h

ly
 1

0
 p

e
rce

n
t —

 a
re

e
n

ro
lle

d
 in

 th
e

 sh
o

re
lin

e
 in

ce
n

tiv
e

 p
ro

g
ra

m
. C

o
u

n
ty

 o
ffi

cia
ls sa

y
 it’s h

e
lp

e
d

e
d

u
ca

te
 h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
rs a

n
d

 p
ro

v
id

e
d

 a
n

o
th

e
r m

o
tiv

a
tio

n
 to

 re
sto

re
 th

e
ir

la
k

e
sh

o
re

 to
 a

 m
o

re
 n

a
tu

ra
l co

n
d

itio
n

 th
a

t p
ro

te
cts th

e
 la

k
e

.

B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
 W

a
te

r R
e

so
u

rce
s sp

e
cia

list E
m

ily
 M

o
o

re
 is in

 ch
a

rg
e

 o
f site

 v
isit in

sp
e

ctio
n

s fo
r B

u
rn

e
tt

C
o

u
n

ty
’s S

h
o

re
lin

e
 In

ce
n

tiv
e

 P
ro

g
ra

m
.

B
e

n
 H

o
v
la

n
d

 |
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

“O
v
e

r th
e

 y
e

a
rs, p

e
o

p
le

 h
a

v
e

 p
ick

e
d

 a
w

a
y
 a

t th
e

 sh
o

re
lin

e
, a

n
d

 it g
e

ts le
ss a

n
d

le
ss n

a
tu

ra
l,” F

e
rris sa

id
. “P

re
tty

 so
o

n
, it's n

o
th

in
g

 b
u

t g
re

e
n

 g
ra

ss rig
h

t d
o

w
n

to
 th

e
 w

a
te

r, w
ith

o
u

t a
n

y
th

in
g

 sto
p

p
in

g
 ru

n
o

ff
.”

B
u

rn
e

tt C
o

u
n

ty
 sta

rte
d

 th
e

 v
o

lu
n

ta
ry

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 in

 2
0

0
0

 w
h

e
n

 it w
a

s re
v
isin

g
 its

m
a

n
d

a
to

ry
 la

k
e

sh
o

re
 zo

n
in

g
 ru

le
s, w

h
ich

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 co

n
fu

sin
g

 a
n

d
 d

iffi
cu

lt to

e
n

fo
rce

, F
e

rris sa
id

.

In
 th

e
ir p

la
ce

, th
e

 co
u

n
ty

 a
d

o
p

te
d

 a
 cle

a
r d

ire
ctiv

e
 th

a
t la

k
e

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 o

w
n

e
rs

sh
o

u
ld

 k
e

e
p

 a
 b

u
ff

e
r o

f n
a

tu
ra

l v
e

g
e

ta
tio

n
 a

t le
a

st 3
5

 fe
e

t d
e

e
p

 a
lo

n
g

 th
e

w
a

te
r, h

e
 sa

id
.

“To
 g

o
 a

lo
n

g
 w

ith
 th

a
t, w

e
 fe

lt it w
a

s im
p

o
rta

n
t th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a

s a
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 th
a

t

w
o

u
ld

 re
w

a
rd

 p
e

o
p

le
 fo

r d
o

in
g

 th
e

 rig
h

t th
in

g
,” F

e
rris sa

id
.
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W
h

e
n

 a
 h

o
m

e
o

w
n

e
r e

n
ro

lls in
 th

e
 p

ro
g

ra
m

, a
 co

v
e

n
a

n
t is p

la
ce

d
 o

n
 th

e

p
ro

p
e

rty
 th

a
t re

m
a

in
s p

e
rm

a
n

e
n

tly, e
v
e

n
 if it’s so

ld
. T

h
e

 co
u

n
ty

 d
o

e
s sp

o
t

ch
e

ck
s o

n
 a

b
o

u
t 1

0
 p

e
rce

n
t o

f th
e

 p
ro

p
e

rtie
s e

v
e

ry
 y

e
a

r to
 m

a
k

e
 su

re
 th

e
y

’re

still co
m

p
ly

in
g

. 

“T
h

e
n

 w
e

'll se
n

d
 a

 le
tte

r ju
st le

ttin
g

 th
e

m
 k

n
o

w
, ‘H

e
y, y

o
u

r sh
o

re
lin

e
 lo

o
k

s

g
o

o
d

,’” M
o

o
re

 sa
id

. “O
r, ‘H

e
y, y

o
u

 n
e

e
d

 to
 w

o
rk

 o
n

 th
is a

re
a

.’” 

R
e

a
l e

sta
te

 a
g

e
n

ts d
o

n
’t a

lw
a

y
s d

isclo
se

 th
e

 re
strictio

n
s w

h
e

n
 th

e
y
 se

ll a

h
o

m
e

, so
 so

m
e

tim
e

s n
e

w
 b

u
y
e

rs a
re

n
’t a

w
a

re
 o

f th
e

m
, sh

e
 sa

id
.

R
a

th
e

r th
a

n
 u

sin
g

 h
e

a
v
y
-h

a
n

d
e

d
 e

n
fo

rce
m

e
n

t, th
e

 p
ro

g
ra

m
 a

lso
 g

iv
e

s th
e

co
u

n
ty

 sta
ff

 a
 ch

a
n

ce
 to

 b
u

ild
 a

 p
o

sitiv
e

 re
la

tio
n

sh
ip

 w
ith

 th
e

 h
o

m
e

o
w

n
e

r a
n

d

o
ff

e
r a

d
v
ice

 o
n

 im
p

ro
v
in

g
 th

e
ir p

ro
p

e
rty. M

o
o

re
 h

a
s g

iv
e

n
 th

e
 K

in
d

e
lls id

e
a

s

o
f w

h
a

t n
a

tiv
e

 p
la

n
ts to

 p
la

n
t, a

n
d

 w
ill h

e
lp

 th
e

m
 d

e
sig

n
 a

 ra
in

 g
a

rd
e

n
 th

e
y

w
a

n
t to

 in
sta

ll.

E
n

ro
llm

e
n

t in
 th

e
 sh

o
re

lin
e

 in
ce

n
tiv

e
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 b
o

o
m

e
d

 w
h

e
n

 it fi
rst sta

rte
d

.

It’s slo
w

e
d

, b
u

t k
e

e
p

s a
d

d
in

g
 n

e
w

 m
e

m
b

e
rs, M

o
o

re
 sa

id
.

“W
e

 h
o

p
e

 to
 co

n
tin

u
e

 b
u

ild
in

g
 it, ju

st b
e

ca
u

se
 w

e
 k

n
o

w
 h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 p

re
ssu

re

o
u

r sh
o

re
lin

e
 p

ro
p

e
rtie

s a
re

 g
e

ttin
g

 rig
h

t n
o

w
 w

ith
 p

e
o

p
le

 m
ig

ra
tin

g
 a

w
a

y

fro
m

 th
e

 citie
s u

p
 to

 a
 N

o
rth

 W
o

o
d

s fe
e

l h
e

re
,” sh

e
 sa

id
.

O
f th

e
 co

u
n

ty
’s 5

0
0

-p
lu

s la
k

e
s, 3

5
0

 h
a

v
e

 a
t le

a
st o

n
e

 p
ro

p
e

rty
 in

 th
e

 p
ro

g
ra

m
.

O
n

ce
 a

 fe
w

 h
o

m
e

o
w

n
e

rs jo
in

, o
th

e
rs o

n
 th

e
 la

k
e

 te
n

d
 to

 fo
llo

w
, M

o
o

re
 sa

id
.

“It se
e

m
s lik

e
 n

e
ig

h
b

o
rs ta

lk
 to

 n
e

ig
h

b
o

rs,” sh
e

 sa
id

. “W
e

 a
re

 se
e

in
g

 a
 lo

t o
f

p
ro

p
e

rtie
s b

e
in

g
 clu

ste
re

d
 o

n
 a

 la
k

e
, w

h
ich

 h
a

s b
e

e
n

 re
a

lly
 co

o
l to

 se
e

.”

B
y
 th

e
 sa

m
e

 to
k

e
n

, if p
e

o
p

le
 se

e
 th

e
ir n

e
ig

h
b

o
r cle

a
r-cu

ttin
g

 th
e

ir sh
o

re
lin

e
,

th
e

y
 a

ssu
m

e
 th

e
y
 ca

n
 d

o
 it to

o
, M

o
o

re
 sa

id
.
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B
u
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a
te

r R
e

so
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list E
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 M

o
o

re
 (ce

n
te
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a

ts w
ith

 la
k

e
sh

o
re
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ro

p
e

rty
 o

w
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e
rs M

ik
e

a
n

d
 S

a
lly

 K
in

d
e

ll a
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e
ir h

o
m

e
 o

n
 W

a
rn

e
r L

a
k

e
 in

 W
isco

n
sin
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n

 Ju
ly

 3
. 

B
e

n
 H

o
v
la

n
d

 |
 M

P
R

 N
e

w
s

‘N
o

t ju
st y

o
u

r sh
o

re
lin

e
’

M
a

n
y
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ro
p

e
rty

 o
w

n
e

rs to
d

a
y
 u

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

 th
e

 p
re

ssu
re

s o
f d

e
v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t a

n
d

th
e

 im
p

a
cts o

n
 w

a
te

r q
u

a
lity

 b
u

t th
e

re
’s a

lw
a

y
s a

t le
a

st o
n

e
 p

e
rso

n
 w

h
o

d
o

e
sn

’t w
a

n
t a

 “w
e

e
d

y
” n

a
tu

ra
l sh

o
re

lin
e

 a
n

d
 w

o
u

ld
 ra

th
e

r h
a

v
e

 a
 m

a
n

icu
re

d

la
w

n
, M

o
o

re
 sa

id
.

S
h

e
 p

itch
e

s h
o

m
e

o
w

n
e

rs o
n

 th
e

 im
p

o
rta

n
ce

 o
f n

o
t o

n
ly

 k
e

e
p

in
g

 a
 b

u
ff

e
r

a
lo

n
g

 th
e

 sh
o

re
 b

u
t a

lso
 a

b
o

u
t le

ttin
g

 v
e

g
e

ta
tio

n
 g

ro
w

 in
 th

e
 la

k
e

 itse
lf. 

P
ro

p
e

rty
 o

w
n

e
rs a

re
 a

llo
w

e
d

 to
 cle

a
r a

 3
0

-fo
o

t-w
id

e
 p

a
th

 to
 n

a
v
ig

a
te

 a
 b

o
a

t,

b
u

t lily
 p

a
d

s, p
ick

e
re

l, w
a

te
rsh

ie
ld

 a
n

d
 o

th
e

r a
q

u
a

tic p
la

n
ts a

re
 g

o
o

d
 a

t

b
u

ff
e

rin
g

 w
a

v
e

s fro
m

 b
o

a
ts th

a
t ca

n
 d

a
m

a
g

e
 th

e
 sa

n
d

y
 sh

o
re

, sh
e

 a
d

d
e

d
.

“S
o

 it’s n
o

t ju
st y

o
u

r sh
o

re
lin

e
,” M

o
o

re
 sa

id
. “It’s w

h
a

t’s in
 th

e
 la

k
e

, to
o

.”

T
h

e
 p

re
v
io

u
s o

w
n

e
rs h

a
d

 a
lre

a
d

y
 e

n
ro

lle
d

 in
 th

e
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 w
h

e
n

 th
e

 K
in

d
e

lls

b
o

u
g

h
t th

e
ir W

a
rn

e
r L

a
k

e
 p

ro
p

e
rty

 in
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0
1

8
.

O
N

 A
IR

1
A

 W
IT

H
 JE

N
N

 W
H

IT
E

8/19/24, 11:36 AM
In N

W
 W

isconsin, a county finds paying hom
eow

ners to keep shorelines natural pays off | M
PR

 N
ew

s

https://w
w

w.m
prnew

s.org/story/2024/08/16/paying-hom
eow

ners-to-keep-shorelines-natural-pays-off-w
isconsin-m

innesota
8/11

89



“W
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t th

a
t w

a
s a

 re
a

lly
 g

o
o

d
 id

e
a

, so
 w

e
 ju

st k
in

d
 o

f sta
y
e

d
 w

ith
 it,”

M
ik

e
 K

in
d

e
ll sa

id
.

T
h

e
 co

u
p

le
 h

a
s u

se
d

 th
e

 p
a

y
m

e
n

ts to
 b

u
y
 m

o
re

 n
a

tiv
e

 p
la

n
ts a

n
d

 se
e

d
s,

in
clu

d
in

g
 m

ilk
w

e
e

d
, b

e
e

 b
a

lm
 a

n
d

 b
la

ck
-e

y
e

d
 S

u
sa

n
s th

a
t a

ttra
ct p

o
llin

a
to
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a
n

d
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ird
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U
n

lik
e

 co
n

v
e

n
tio

n
a

l g
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ss la
w

n
s, th

e
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a
tiv

e
 p
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n
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a

v
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e

e
p
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o
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a

t

a
b

so
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 ru
n

o
ff

 a
n

d
 k

e
e

p
 n

u
trie

n
ts fro

m
 fl

o
w

in
g

 in
to

 th
e

 la
k

e
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T
h

e
 K

in
d

e
lls p

la
n

 to
 k

e
e

p
 a

d
d

in
g
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 th

e
ir n

a
tiv

e
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la
n
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g

s. T
h

e
y
 sa

y
 th

e
 m

o
n

e
y

is a
 n

ice
 b

o
n

u
s, b

u
t th

e
y
 w

o
u

ld
 still k

e
e

p
 th

e
ir sh

o
re

lin
e

 n
a

tu
ra

l e
v
e

n
 w

ith
o

u
t

th
e
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a

y
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e
n
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“I th
in

k
 re
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lly
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in
d
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d
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 w
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u
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e
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g
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im
p

o
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n
t to
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Fu
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d
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g
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vid
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e Fo
u
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a
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n
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n
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ta
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o
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p
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o

m
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u
n
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n
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n
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2024 Land U
se P

erm
its

N
U

M
BER

D
ATE 

R
EC

D
D

ATE 
APPR

VD
PR

O
PER

TY 
AD

D
R

ESS
LAST 

FIR
ST 

 ZO
N

E 
PIN

D
ESC

R
IPTIO

N
FEE

01-24
1/10/24

1/12/24
17472 N

 EAG
LE 

LAKE R
D

G
leason

John
SR

22130537
13' x 22' (286 sf) accessory 
structure (carport)

100

02-24
2/2/24

2/5/24
39855 M

ajestic R
d

Berger
Vanessa & 
Joe

SR
22320510

30' x 40' (1,200 sf) addition to 
accessory structure

200

03-24
2/12/24

2/16/24
40134 R

ed Fox Ln
O

lson
G

regory & 
Shari

R
R

22280648
C

onstruct 2,816 sf single fam
ily 

dw
elling

450

04-24
2/17/24

3/4/24
15634 C

ounty R
oad 

1, Lot 40
O

lds
R

andy
W

O
C

22270507

R
eplace existing dw

elling w
ith 

26.8' x 54' (1,447 sf) 
m

anufactured dw
elling

350

05-24
3/4/24

3/4/24
16146 W

 Eagle 
Lake R

d
H

atcher
Brady

SR
22140507

C
onstruct retaining w

all < 4' 
height and parking areas 
consisting of class 2 granite 
and install 1.5" river all 
im

m
ediate vicinity of clubhouse

50

06-24
3/1/24

3/8/24
41170 W

est Fox 
Lake R

d
N

ibbe
Jam

es & 
D

enise
SR

22210504

C
onstruct 434 sf dw

elling 
addition and 116 sf 
deck/stairw

ay addition
150

07-24
3/11/24

3/11/24
13893 C

ounty R
oad 

1
Lano

R
oger & 

Jennifer
FM

22330511
C

onstruct 40' x 80' (3,200 sf) 
accessory structure

300
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N
U

M
BER

D
ATE 

R
EC

D
D

ATE 
APPR

VD
PR

O
PER

TY 
AD

D
R

ESS
LAST 

FIR
ST 

 ZO
N

E 
PIN

D
ESC

R
IPTIO

N
FEE

08-24
3/25/24

4/1/24
14496 G

rouse Ln
Stovern 

Pam
SR

22280649

C
onstruct 2,900 sf single fam

ily 
dw

elling, 32' x 40' (1,280 sf) 
accessory structure, establish 
view

 cooridior and construct 4' 
w

ide w
alkw

ay in SIZ
650

09-24
4/5/24

4/26/24
40764 W

 Fox Lake 
R

d
G

rosser
Stever

SR
22280551

C
onstruct replacem

ent 2,862 sf 
single fam

ily dw
elling

550

10-24
4/12/24

4/26/24
tbd 

Kuckhahn
Tom

FM
22330508

C
onstruct 24' x 24' (576 sf) 

storage building
150

11-24
4/24/24

4/29/24
39437 East R

iver 
R

d
N

ovak
Steve

SR
22350509

R
eplace existing stairw

ay w
ith 

2'- 4" w
ide stairw

ay
50

12-24
5/3/24

5/10/24
16625 D

eer Ln
C

agle
G

regg & 
Kim

SR
22110505

C
onstruct 24' x 36' (864 sf) 

accessory structure
200

13-24
5/13/24

5/20/24
42533 Kego Lake 
R

d
M

udek
D

an
SR

22150504
14 cu yd of grading 
outsideO

H
W

 level setback
50

14-24
5/23/24

5/24/24
17407 N

. M
itchell 

Lake R
d

M
ichel

R
ick & 

H
eather

SR
22120571

4.5 cu yd grading in SIZ 1
100

15-24
5/17/24

6/3/24
42003 C

ounty R
d 

136
C

ielinski
N

ick
SR

22130530
2,400 sf dw

elling addition
300
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M
BER

D
ATE 

R
EC

D
D

ATE 
APPR

VD
PR

O
PER

TY 
AD

D
R

ESS
LAST 

FIR
ST 

 ZO
N

E 
PIN

D
ESC

R
IPTIO

N
FEE

16-24
6/3/24

6/7/24
41379 O

ld Kego 
Lake R

d
Johnson

M
ary

SR
22220585

C
onstruct 365 sf replacem

ent 
deck

100

17-24
6/3/24

6/7/24
39855 M

ajestic R
d

Berger
Joe & 
Vanessa

SR
22320510

C
onstruct 26' x 30' (780 sf) 

accessory structure
200

18-24
6/10/24

6/14/24
40824 Peninsula R

d
Kovacevick

M
ichelle

SR
22220566

C
onstruct 13' x 36' (468 sf) lean-

to addition on existing 
accessory structure. 

150

19-24
6/3/24

6/14/24
16634 Brody C

t
C

raw
ford

D
iane

R
R

22260504
C

onstruct a 3,012 sf single 
fam

ily dw
elling

550

20-24
6/4/24

6/17/24
40519 Peninsula 
R

d
Taatjes

Ben
SR

22270621
C

onstruct 36' x 54' (1,944 sf) 
accessory strucutre

200

21-24
6/17/24

7/8/24
40532 W

 Fox Lake 
R

d
Lehm

an
C

hris and 
Sarah

SR
22280540

C
onstruct 2,882 sf single fam

ily 
dw

elling w
ith attached deck, 32' 

x 32' (1,024 sf) accessory 
structure and 8' x 12' (96 sf) 
accessory structure

650

22-24
6/3/24

6/24/24
16969 N

orth Eagle 
Lake R

d
Petersen

M
ichael & 

Joan
SR

22130559
R

elocate existing retaining w
all 

and install 15' w
ide sand area 

100

23-24
6/3/24

7/12/24
16243 Eagles Turn

Jacobs
Jon

SR
22230526

C
onstruct 30' x 50' (1,500 sf) 

accessory structure
350

24-24
6/18

6/24/24
17113 N

orthland 
D

r. 
Strain

Steve
SR

22120539
15' w

ide sand area not to 
exceed 10 cu yd

100

25-24
6/24/24

7/8/24
41915 Sham

rock 
Ln

Preiner
Ken

SR
22240528

C
onstruct 400 sf addition to 

existing deck and 6' w
ide roof 

overhangs on existing dw
elling.

100
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N
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D
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R
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O
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D
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 ZO
N
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D
ESC

R
IPTIO

N
FEE

26-24
7/8/24

7/8/24
16914 N

orth Eagle 
Lake R

d
Solberg

D
ennis

SR
22240594

R
eplace retaining w

all w
ith 

several boulders in an 8'-10' 
w

ide sloped area.
50

27-24
6/24/24

6/24/24
40447 Tow

n H
all 

R
oad

C
ity of Fifty 

Lakes
C

22250516
C

onstruct a 12' x 20' (240 sf) 
pergola on existing patio area. 

n/a

28-24
7/1/24

7/12/24
tbd 

H
enagin

Andrew
SR

22120505
C

onstruct a 2,160 sf single 
fam

ily dw
elling

450

29-24
7/12/24

7/12/24
40705 Sunset View

 
Lan

Law
rence 

Justin
SR

22270606

C
onstruct 12" high retaining 

w
all and various site grading to 

control runoff/m
itigate erosion

100

30-24
7/16/24

7/19/24
17672 Buchite R

d
Stone

John
SR

22360530

C
onstruct apprx 12

 w
ide 

drivew
ay. R

estore existing 
drivew

ay located on subject 
property.  

50

31-24
7/16/24

7/22/24
40918 Peninsula 
R

d
Elvebak

M
itch & 

M
elonie

SR
22220568

C
onstruct a 16' x 22' (352 sf) 

accessory structure
100

32-24
7/26/24

7/26/24
41615 Eagle Lake 
R

d
W

anty
Philip

SR
22240589

C
onstruct 12' x 12' (144') 

screened/attached dw
elling 

addition (gazebo)
100

33-24
7/19/24

7/26/24
15634 C

ounty R
oad 

1, Lot 9
Precht

Paul
W

O
C

22270538
R

eplacem
ent 7' x 8' (56 sf) 

accessory structure 
75

34-24
7/26/24

7/29/24
15122 C

ounty R
oad 

1
Fink

D
avid

SR
22270579

C
onstruct a 30' x 40' (1,200 sf) 

accessory structure
200

35-24
7/29/24

8/5/24
16240 Eagles Turn

Kourajian
Paul

SR
22230520

C
onstruct 4' w

ide steps, and 
w

alking path w
ithin 15' w

ide 
clearcut area.  C

onstruct 
retaining w

all (<4') in R
LZ to 

control runoff. 
100

36-24
7/31/24

8/9/24
41142 Peninsula 
R

d
H

arris
Thom

as
SR

22220613
C

onstruct a 24' x 26' (624 sf) 
accessory structure 

200

37-24
8/8/24

8/9/24
13817 C

ounty R
oad 

36
H

aughey
M

att & 
Jacqueline

SR
22310515

C
onstruct a 36' x 60' (2,160 sf) 

accessory structure
300

94



2024 SSTS Perm
its

Perm
it #

D
ate R

ec.
D

ate 
Apprvd.

N
ew

 
or 
R

ep.
PIN

Location 
Last N

am
e

First 
N

am
e

Type 
Installer/License 
#

SSTS01-24
3/4/24

3/8/24
Rep

22130559
16969 N. Eagle Lake RdPetersen

M
ichael 

&
 Joan

3- 10' x 37.35 pressure 
bed, 2 tanks

Schrupp L747

SSTS02-24
3/8/24

3/11/24
Rep

22140507
16146 W

 Eagle Lake Rd Eagle Golf 
Club

3- Replacem
ent 1,500 gal 

septic tank
W

annebo 925

SSTS03-24
3/25/24

4/1/24
New

22280649
14996 Grouse Ln

Stovern
Thom

as 
&

 Pam
ela

1- rock trenches, 2250 gal 
tank, 600 gpd

Schrupp L747
SSTS04-24

5/17/24
6/3/24

Rep
22130530

42003 County Rd 136
Cielinski

Nick
tanks

Bradley L3995

SSTS05-24
6/17/24

7/8/24
New

22280540
40532 W

 Fox Lake Rd
Lehm

an
Chris &

 
Sarah

1- pressure bed, 750 gpd, 2 
tanks

SSTS06-24
6/25/24

7/1/24
Rep

22250518
16951 County Rd 1

Potz
David

1- Rock trenches, new
 

1500 gal tank, 600 gpd
Schrupp L747

SSTS07-24
7/1/24

7/12/24
New

22120505
tbd N M

itchell Lake Rd
Henagin

Andrew
tanks

Picks Septic L4277
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