
CITY OF FIFTY LAKES

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
October 22, 2024     6:00 PM

1. Call to order: 6:00 pm

2. Roll Call:  
Planning Commission: Bob Stancer, Mike Milbrath, Don Reierson, Fred Strohmeier, and Gary Oster.
Staff: Justin Burslie Zoning Specialist; Jessica Istvanovich, Deputy Clerk. 
City Council: Gary Staples
3. Public Hearings: 
a. Interim Use Application IU-02-2024 (Continuation of public hearing from 9-24-24) for the operation of a salt bulk plant home business within the Rural Residential (RR) land use district. The subject property is located at 14443 County Rd 1; PIN 22280512. Applicant/property owner: Russell Seaberg. 
MOTION MADE BY MR. STROHMEIER AND SECONDED BY MR. STANCER TO APPROVE INTERM USE APPLICATION IU-02-2024 WITH 15 (FIFTEEN) FINDINGS OF FACTS AND 4 (FOUR) CONDTIONS AS DISCUSSED: 

Findings of Fact: 

1. The subject property is described as: Lot 1 Block 3 Red Fox Estates; 22280512

2. The subject property is 3.42 acres and is located in the Rural Residential (RR) land use district.

3. The interim use permit request is to operate a bulk salt delivery business, secondary to the use of the property as the applicant’s primary dwelling, until the cessation of the business, the applicant no longer maintains residence on the property, or the transfer of property, whichever occurs first. 

4. The proposed hours of operation are 9am-12pm.

5. The proposed use is allowed with an interim use permit. 

6. The proposed salt tank/structure meets all setback requirements of the Rural Residential land use district. 

7. The existing and proposed impervious surface coverage of the subject property is approximately 10%. 

8. The proposed use, with conditions, will not have an impact on the health, safety and general welfare of the occupants in the surrounding neighborhood.  The subject property is adjacent to property used for residential purposes. 

9. The proposed use, with conditions, will meet all standards of the ordinance. 

10. The Comprehensive Plan states that the city should “allow home occupations and home based businesses in residential areas that are compatible with the existing neighborhood.” (pg. 24) The plan also emphasizes the use of vegetation screening and buffers to preserve rural character.

11. The proposed use, with conditions, will not impact the value properties in the neighborhood nor will it impact future development of properties in the surrounding area. 

12. The proposed use will not generate an increased demand for additional public utilities, public utilities or schools.  The proposed use will generate minimal additional truck traffic on County Road 1.  

a. The Crow Wing County Highway Department was provided notice of this application on September 6th, 2024. 

b. The proposed use will not generate additional traffic on local streets. 

13. The proposed use, with conditions, will not adversely impact groundwater, surface water and air quality.

14. The proposed use conforms with the City’s land use regulations. 

15. The applicant agrees to the four conditions of approval.

Conditions of Approval:

1. All use shall be in substantial conformance with the presented plan as shown.   Deviations from the presented plan will require modified approval by the Planning Commission.

2.  Applicant must maintain adequate vegetation screening to reduce visibility of salt tanks from neighboring parcels and the road right-of-way.

3. IUP to expire upon the cessation of the business, as presented, the sale or transfer of the property, or at such a time that home business use standards (5.9.01) can no longer be maintained.

4. Semi-truck deliveries shall be limited to twice per month between the hours of 9am-12pm Monday through Friday.

When polled: All members voted aye. Motion carried. 

4. Approval of Minutes: 

a. September 24, 2024 Planning Commission Meeting

MOTION MADE BY MR. STROHMEIER AND SECONDED BY MR. MILBRATH TO APPROVE MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 24, 2024 MEETING AS PRESENTED. When polled: All members voted aye. Motion carried. 

5. P & Z Administrator’s Report: Mr. Burslie reported 42 land use permits and 10 SSTS permits as of the October meeting.
MOTION BY MR. STROHMEIER AND SECONDED BY MR. REIERSON TO ADJOURN.  Meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM. 
___________________________________
   Jessica Istvanovich, Deputy Clerk


