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FIFTY LAKES GOES SOLAR:

1" Quarter- 2026
January - March
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POWERING OUR FUTURE WITH SUNSHINE

The City of Fifty Lakes has taken a big step toward cleaner, more affordable
energy! In December, solar panels were successfully installed on the City
Hall/Bar building by the skilled team at Wolf Track Energy (based right here in
northern Minnesota). This project harnesses the sun’s power to generate
electricity for our public facilities, helping reduce energy costs and our
environmental footprint—all while keeping more dollars in the community. The
total project cost came in at $142,570.06, but thanks to smart partnerships and
funding, the City of Fifty Lakes only needed to cover a small balance of
$1,299.06. Here’s how the funding breaks down:

e State of Minnesota Solar on Public Buildings Grant: $49,500

¢ Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) contribution: $49,000
IRS Direct Pay Tax Credit: $42,771
These generous state and federal incentives made the project possible, covering
most expenses. Lower utility bills mean more funding for roads, parks, events,
and what makes Fifty Lakes special. It’s a perfect fit for our sunny lake
country!

Big thanks to Wolf Track Energy and our forward-thinking city leaders. Stay
tuned for updates on how the system is performing. Here’s to brighter, greener
days ahead in Fifty Lakes! Questions or thoughts? Reach out to City Hall-we’d
love to hear from you. Drop in to view real-time solar energy generation we are
producing displayed in the office.
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Monthly Council Meetings are held on the 2" Tuesday of every month.
Meetings start at 6 pm in City Hall - Public Welcome and Encouraged to attend!
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ROADS DEPARTMENT -
SPRING REMINDER FROM MAINTENANCE CREW

As we head into the spring season, the City Maintenance crew would like to
share a few important reminders to help keep our roads safe and in good
condition. Please be patient when encountering plow trucks. Even as winter
winds down, crews may still be clearing snow or addressing icy areas. Plow
trucks make frequent stops and often need to back up. If you cannot see the
mirrors on the plow truck, the driver cannot see you. Keeping a safe distance
helps protect both you and our operators. We also want to remind residents that
dumping unwanted items along public roads is not allowed. Discarded items can
create hazards for drivers and increase cleanup costs for the city. Finally, we
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highly recommend installing a swing-away mailbox to help prevent damage
during plowing operations. Swing-away mailbox systems can be purchased
through Crow Wing County, and City Maintenance will install them free of
charge.Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain safe and clean
roadways this season.
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Visit us on Facebook!
Website: fiftylakesmn.com
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Join the Fun at Fifty! .-
Your Local Muni

Hello Fifty Lakes friends and neighbors!
Spring is just around the corner, and the Muni is heating up with
weekly specials, great food, and live entertainment to keep the
good times rolling all week long.We're also thrilled to announce
our new expanded menu featuring fresh, juicy hamburgers and
unique Friday specials—stop in and try something new!
Whether you're here for the raffles, the food, the drinks, or the live
music, the Muni is your spot to connect with friends, or make new
ones. See you soon— Meet Me At The Muni!
Weekly Highlights:
e Happy Hour - Monday through Friday - 3-6pm
« Monday Nights: Meat Raffle — Ticket sales start at 4pm,
raffle kicks off at 5:30pm.
e Taco Tuesdays - All day long, enjoy 2 fully loaded tacos for
just $6. Perfect for a quick, delicious lunch or dinner.
e Whiskey & Wing Wednesday - $1 off Whiskey Drinks & Muni
Wings $1 ea. Also, 10% off all Whiskey in offsale - All Day
e Thursdays: Meat Raffle & Bingo — Ticket sales at 4pm, raffle
at 5:30pm, followed by Bingo at 6pm.
e Friday: Chef’'s Choice- an off menu creation - Fridays only!
e Saturday: Hamburger Basket- Just $7!
e Sunday Funday - 2-for-1 Taps- All Day.

Upcoming Special Events — Mark Your Calendars!

e St. Patrick's Day Celebration — Saturday, March 14th »
Corned beef and cabbage special—wear your green!

e Live Music - Brian Palkovich 6-9pm - Spring is Here!

¢ Adult Easter Party — Saturday, April 4th » Live music by
Brian Palkovich 6 -9 pm and festive fun.

¢ Kentucky Derby Party — Saturday, May 2nd - Live music by
Todd Wohl (5-8 pm)—hats, drinks and racing excitement!

¢ Memorial Day Weekend - Saturday, May 23rd » Live music
by Muddy Water Band to kick off summer 6-9 pm.

o Fifty Lakes Day - Saturday, June 20th » Live Music, Vendors,
Kids Zone, Raffle, Fireworks

0 Spring Into Our Tile Project!
Celebrate the season of renewal by leaving a lasting
mark at the Park Pavilion! Donate $100 or more and
receive a 6x6 engraved tile (4 lines, 13 characters per
line) — perfect for honoring a loved one, celebrating
family, or showcasing your business. Plant your roots
in our community this spring and be part of
something that will bloom for years to come! Find an
order form at fiftylakesmn.com.

~A Message From Fire Chief Jesse Anderson-~

With summer construction season
approaching, it's important to know
when a permit is required in Fifty Lakes.
A land use permit is required before
starting:

e Construction of any structure or
expansion (including sheds, carports,
hoop houses, etc.)

e Septic system installation or
upgrades

¢ New impervious surfaces (driveways,
patios, walkways)

e Changes in use (e.g., converting
garage space to living space)

e Dirt work, retaining walls, or
landscaping within 1,000 feet of
public water (with some exceptions)

e RV or travel trailer placement for
more than 21 consecutive days

e Signs

Permits are NOT required for:

e Up to two small structures per lot
(max 25 sqg. ft. each) that meet
setbacks

¢ Routine maintenance (roofing,
siding, windows, decks, paint, etc.)

e Deer stands (under 32 sq. ft. and
meeting state rules)

e Licensed fish houses meeting
setbacks

e Residential playground equipment
(up to 200 sqg. ft. and meeting
setbacks)

Before starting any project, contact the
City of Fifty Lakes to confirm
requirements for your property. Visit the
Planning & Zoning page at
fiftylakesmn.com or call City Hall for
assistance. We're happy to help ensure
your project stays on track.

Planning Commission Mcetings:
The 4" Tuesday of the month at 6pm
in council chambers at City Hall.

I;JOMarch is daylights saving time which means change your clock. This is a great reminder to check your\E|

a\check in can brighten their day. Stay Safe everyone!

smoke and CO alarms. They should be tested twice a year and replaced every ten years.

@ With spring just around the corner and warmer weather conditions, make sure you are ice aware. The
change can lead to unsafe and unpredictable ice conditions, remember, No Ice is Safe Ice.

@ If you are planning on any open burning make sure you check with the DNR website to see if a permit is
needed and required conditions are met before lighting the match. Wildfires can spread very quickly!

@ If you are on medications or have special medial needs, make sure to keep a list of pertinent
information in a readily accessible place. It helps the responders identify issues and help more efficiently.
@® Check in with neighbors or friends that live alone. Winter can take a toll on mental health, a simple
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