


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
OF THE FIFTY LAKES CITY COUNCIL
April 14th, 2026

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Fifty Lakes City Council was held on Tuesday, April 14th  2026, at City Hall at 6:00 pm. The following officers were present: Gary Staples, Mayor; Mark Bradley (6:10 pm), Randy Zeigler, Juan Cabrera, Toni Buchite. Also present:  Ann Raph, City Clerk; Jesse Anderson, Fire Chief; Chester Borntreger, Maintenance Supervisor.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Staples requested approval of the agenda with the deletion of Katherine Miller as a part time cook.  MOTION MADE BY MR. ZEIGLER AND SECONDED BY MR. CABRERA TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH DELETION OF HIRING KATHERINE MILLER AS A COOK. When polled: All members voted aye (Bradley absent).  Motion carried. 

Consent Agenda: Mayor Staples requested consideration of the consent agenda. Council reviewed: Council Meeting Minutes from March 10th, Treasurer’s Report and Payment of bills check #52990 to #53078 for $281,031.61; Fire and Rescue Minutes. 
MOTION MADE BY MS. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. CABRERA TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. When polled: All members voted aye (Bradley absent).  Motion carried. 

New Business/Critical Issues: Mayor Staples announced the cash donation of $2,152 from the Greg and Michelle Mitsch designated for the purchase of another AED for the fire and rescue department. MOTION MADE BY MS. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. ZEIGLER TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2026-06 ACCEPTING A DONATION OF $2,152 FOR AN AED FOR THE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT.  When polled: All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  MOTION MADE BY MS. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. CABRERA TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF AN AED SPORTS PACK USING THE MITSCH FAMILY DONATION.  When polled: All members voted aye (Bradley absent).  Motion carried.  
Mayor Staples reviewed the changes to the ordinance and zoning map for the proposed land purchase of 5 acres at the old golf course. The planning commission has approved the changes and requires city council’s approval. MOTION MADE BY MS. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. CABRERA TO APPROVE ORDINANCE REVISION 2026-01 AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE AND REVISING THE ZONING MAP.  When polled: All members voted aye (Bradley absent).  Motion carried.  
Council reviewed Crow Wing Counties’ request for reclassification of properties. The reclassification is just the matter of them obtaining the deed to sell the land. Mr. Bradley stated his concerns with the properties being sold and not accessible to the public.  Tom Strack explained via phone to Ms. Raph that the properties in question can’t be accessed right now by the public other than the neighboring properties.  MOTION MADE BY MR. BRADLEY AND SECONDED BY MS. BUCHITE TO NOT APPROVE THE RECLASSIFICATION TO NON-CONSERVATION OF PROPERTIES PIN 22320504 AND 22320527. When polled: All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Planning and Zoning: Mayor Staples reported at the last planning commission meeting there was a variance application that was approved, zoning map amendments, ordinance change and metes and bounds approval.  

Parks: Ms. Buchite stated the Sourcewell Community Benefit Application is ready to send but does need a resolution from council approving the application.  The application includes swing sets for all ages, garbage cans, monkey bars, picnic tables and additional equipment. MOTION MADE BY MS. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. CABRERA TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2026-07 APPLYING FOR THE SOURCEWELL COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUNDS FOR PARK IMPROVEMENTS.  When polled: All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Fire & Rescue: Chief Anderson reported 4 medical and 1 fire call for the month of March.  He has been working on grant applications for Wild Land Suits and will try for a side by side in July.  Gambling Manager Lori Crawford stated there is still discussions on some things pertaining to electronic bingo.  The lease will have to be amended if this is added.  This is not a money maker, and she will get members approval on this. This could be rolled out in May if it is approved and the lease amended.  
   
Road Construction and Maintenance: MOTION MADE BY MR. BRADLEY AND SECONDED BY MAYOR STAPLES TO GIVE CHESTER BORNTREGGER AND GREG VUKELICH A 2.85% WAGE INCREASE.  When polled: All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Liquor Store: Mr. Zeigler went over the profit and loss statement for March showing a loss of $1,200 for the month.  Discussions held on replacing the audio speakers with the microphone system and adding one.  Council directed Ms. Raph to ask for more details in one quote on the labor costs.  This will be revisited in May. 
Management was discussed and council would like to see it continue with current staff management of the day to day business of the bar.  
MOTION MADE BY MS. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. BRADLEY TO HIRE BILLY FISCHER AS A PART-TIME BARTENDER AT $12.50 PER HOUR.  When polled: All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
MOTION MADE BY MR. ZEIGLER AND SECONDED BY MR. BRADLEY TO PURCHASE EXTRA CHEF PRO IN TOAST POS SYSTEM FOR INVENTORY CONTROL IN THE ON SALE.  When polled: All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  

Mayor’s Report: Council reviewed 2 CD investments coming to term.  MOTION MADE BY MS. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. BRADLEY TO MOVE CDS #8323 AT FIRST NATIONAL BANK AND CD #5779 AT FIRST WESTERN BANK TO THE 4 M FUND.  When polled: All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  
Council reviewed the 2026-2027 PEIP health insurance renewal with no increase.  MOTION MADE BY MS. BUCHITE AND SECONDED BY MR. BRADLEY TO APPROVE THE 2026-2027 PEIP INSURANCE RENEWAL.  When polled: All members voted aye. Motion carried.  
Ms. Raph requested approval to attend a supervisory conference in Brainerd.  MOTION MADE BY MAYOR STAPLES AND SECONDED BY MR. BRADLEY TO APPROVE CLERK RAPH TO ATTEND THE BLUE OX ACADEMY SUPERVISOR CONFERENCE IN BRAINERD WITH A COST OF $850.  When polled: All members voted aye. Motion carried.  

Adjourn: MOTION MADE BY MR. BRADLEY AND SECONDED BY MR. BCUHITE TO ADJOURN.  
			





    							_______________________________________
								Ann M. Raph, City Clerk/ Treasurer 



