


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
OF THE FIFTY LAKES CITY COUNCIL
April 29th 2026 

A Special Meeting of the Fifty Lakes City Council was held on Wednesday, April 29th 2026, at City Hall at 4:00 pm. The following officers were present: Gary Staples, Mayor; Mark Bradley, Randy Zeigler, Juan Cabrera, Toni Buchite, Council Members; Ann Raph, City Clerk; Jessica Istvanovich, Deputy Clerk, Jesse Anderson, Fire Chief. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

The purpose of the meeting is to review Resolution 2026-08 for Remer Fire Relief and Gambling Lease with the Fifty Lakes Fire Relief Association. 

KC Johnson, Gambling Manager, of the Remer Fire Relief Association stated they will be holding a golf tournament in Fifty Lakes at Golden Eagle Golf Course and requesting the city’s approval for an Off-Site Gambling Permit to hold the event. The proceeds will go to the Remer, Longville and Outing Fire Departments.  

MOTION MADE BY MR. BRADLEY AND SECONDED BY MR. ZEIGLER TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2026-08 FOR AN OFF-SITE GAMBLING PERMIT AT GOLDEN EAGLE GOLF COURSE.  When polled: All members voted aye.  Motion carried.  The event will be held on May 16th. 

Mayor Staples stated the purpose of the lease agreement discussions is some of the council members are not informed as to what discussions have been held with the Fifty Lakes Fire Relief Association. Mayor Staples explained the fire relief has been having some financial difficulty and has asked the city to either cut the rent on the lease or help with fire relief payroll for meat raffles. Andy Hemphill said that the bar had all the volunteers running meat raffles over the years and after undertaking payroll this has become difficult because the Fire Relief is paying payroll, they are still paying 20% on the rent. He stated this has affected their star rating with the State of Minnesota.  Lori Crawford, Gambling Manager, went over a power point presentation of the fire relief financials stating the purpose of these financials was to see if they could lower the rent.  The discussions were put on hold until October.  Tom Stober explained the financials, 5 star rating and donations that have been made from the Fire Relief Association.  

Many discussions were held with audience members, council and fire relief members regarding gambling at the Fifty Lakes Bar and Bottle shop. 

MOTION MADE BY MR. BRADLEY AND SECONDED BY MS. BUCHITE TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  






    							_______________________________________
								Ann M. Raph, City Clerk/Treasurer 



